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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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Dear Members…
We have had some eventful months since my last
letter. The CHS has attended the Suffolk County
Show in May, the One Hundredth Ashby Show
(with Caspian classes) in July, and the Emley
Show, Yorkshire, in August.
At Suffolk, Dreda Randall and her team again
brought two ridden Caspians for demonstrations in
the Equine Village and they also competed in the
World Breeds competitions - judged by our President, Jane Holderness Roddam!
Entries in the Ashby classes were down, but the show was enjoyed by everyone
including, I think, our judge Chris Porter, a new convert to Caspians. He was very
encouraging to new and experienced competitors alike. We welcomed friends old
and new.
Emley was a new venture, to make a presence in the area of our welfare case last
year, and again we welcomed new friends and members. Penny Walster brought
Bytham Justin Time to enter the World Breeds class (typically the heavens opened
when he walked in the ring and stopped when he walked out!) and they were
mobbed when they visited our stand!
World Breed classes seem to be increasing in number these days, one way you can
show your Caspian to the public. Some of the shows holding these classes are
listed in the magazine, together with some provisional dates for your diary so you
can start planning next year.
The AGM in August was again hosted by Council Member
Farokh Khorooshi, at his home in Buckinghamshire. After
the formal meeting and a lunch provided by Council
Members he treated us to ‘behind the scenes’ photos of the
visit to Iran he made with Colin Barker (to take photos of
Caspians in their native environment for the Fiftieth
Anniversary Calendar) and our Patron Ateshe Firouz
Larsson. They were delighted to find splendid examples of
the Caspian, as well as being overwhelmed with hospitality.
The Iranians thanked the society for its help and presented
the society with two hand painted plates. As a follow up to
this, Ateshe has received a proposal from the Equestrian
Federation of Iran for a conference to celebrate the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the discovery of the breed in Rasht or
Tehran: more details are in Brenda Dalton’s ICS report in
this magazine.
You can read about the Iranian trip on our new look website! Farokh has been
writing up his diary in instalments. There is much interest in these, and they will be

followed by the Texas diaries, on the latest photographic trip to the Covingtons’
ranch. The photos for the calendar will produce an extraordinary record of
Caspians worldwide. Of course we would like to show up-to-date photos of
Caspians in the UK on the website – send us your photos!
Another foreign visit has been to Hungary to assess the rest of the Turkish
shipment of pre-foundation horses. Again, you will find further details in Brenda’s
report. I joined the trip to help with the enormous amount of paperwork required.
All this activity, however enjoyable, is very time consuming. If any members feel
they can help at shows, by manning the stand or transporting the tent and display
boards, doing some fund raising or indeed becoming an officer – we are looking
for a Secretary to replace Rosemary, who now feels it is time to retire, a Treasurer
as Ray has had to resign through ill health (we are grateful for John returning to the
post in our hour of need!) and a Membership Secretary, as Pat has certainly done
her fair share of work for the Society! Please contact us, you will find a warm
welcome and we will ease you gently into the posts. We look forward to an
exciting year to come!
Ruth
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The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Caspian Horse
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (most dates provisional)
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(* CHS stand, Caspians present)
2014
8-9 Nov.
6-7 Dec.
2015
Mar.
May
June
12 July
1 Aug
Sept
Oct

Newark Vintage Tractor & Heritage
Show (Rare Breeds Section) *
South West Christmas Equine Fair *

Newark Showground,
Newark on Trent.
Westpoint, Exeter.

Spring Council Meeting
CHS Annual General Meeting (tbc)
Summer Council Meeting
Ashby Show: Caspian Classes * (tbc)
Emley Show * (tbc)
Int. Caspian Seminar & Show * (tbc)
Autumn Council Meeting

Shawell, Leics.
Leics
Shawell, Leics
Ashby de-la-Zouch
Emley Moor, Huddersfield
Iran
Shawell, Leics.

COUNCIL NOTES
EDITORS…
Vicki Shortis and Liz Webster
Welcome to this Autumn/Winter issue of 'The Caspian’. As we write it is very
cold and wet outside, much more seasonal, but we’ve been enjoying a lovely late
summer until recently. In this magazine, you will find plenty of news of what has
been happening this year. As always space has been at a premium, so we have had
to save some of the late articles for next Spring’s issue.
We hope you will make plans for your Caspians over the winter and enjoy some of
the CHS events or find local shows to take your Caspian to next year. Don't forget
to apply for a Points Card early and to notify us in time to send your show our
Special Rosette for the highest placed Caspian in any class.
Thank you to everybody who has contributed articles. However, once again it has
been a battle to receive copy in good time. We would really appreciate it if we
could receive items by the deadline in future please! Just to remind you again COPY DATES are 1ST APRIL and 1ST OCTOBER!!! We will allow two weeks’
grace, but any more makes it hard work to have it ready for the printer in time to
catch the pre-Christmas post.
With our best wishes for a Very Happy Christmas and New Year - Liz and Vicki
A SPONSOR FOR 'THE CASPIAN' IS NEEDED!
Could you help to sponsor 'The Caspian’ or do you know anyone who would
like to help the Caspian Horse? Our magazine has been much admired for its
content and quality. We’d like to continue to maintain this standard but, as
many of you will know, quality costs money!
Contact lizwebster08@gmail.com or vshortis@sizzel.net if you can help.

REGISTRAR’S REPORT
Ruth Staines
Few people have bred foals in the UK this year, with just two part bred foals to be
registered (see the article on one of them by Sheilagh Nisbet Brown later in this
magazine.) I am awaiting stallion returns, but hopefully we shall have a few
purebred foals for the 50th Anniversary year in UK. Two purebred Caspians have
been born in the Netherlands.
I have purchased the new passport binder, and it is now in use, as required by
DEFRA. The new EU legislation on equine identification has been published and
will come into effect on 1st January 1916 (although individual countries have until
July 2016 to provide a central database.) This will mean some changes to the
content of passports, to lessen the likelihood of fraud. But as always, I urge all
horse owners to produce their paperwork at the correct time – although you may
feel it will not impact you at the time, it may have repercussions for owners further
down the line. I have just been dealing with an owner who had a Caspian with a
parent bred by someone who had died before she had a chance to register it.
Unique situations like this can usually be overcome, but if a breeder chooses not to
or forgets to follow society rules, this may mean the horse cannot be entered in
either CHS studbook, or the International Studbook.
I have a DEFRA meeting to attend shortly, for all Passport Issuing Organisations,
when the impact of the new EU legislation will be explained. All PIOs are also to
undergo an audit in the next six months, when we have to show we meet DEFRA’s
efficiency standards!
Finally, following on from above, will all owners ensure they send in their
passports to me for transfer of ownership within 30 days of acquiring their horse,
also within 30 days of a death. Stallion returns should be with me by December 31
of the year of covering (NOT when the foal is born!) and foals should have their
passports by the time they are 6 months old or December 31 of the year of birth,
whichever is the later. As from next year, DNA parent verification will be required
for registration. Please contact me with any queries you may have.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Pat Bowles
Pat Bowles reports that we currently have four Honorary Life members, twenty
UK Life members, eight Overseas Life members, twelve Overseas members and
forty UK members (which includes five honorary memberships).
Sadly we have lost three members who have passed away this year - Pamela
Thomas, Suzanne Dore and Jenny Quinney.
We have three new members and our total is now eighty five. Please use your best
efforts to find more, every little helps!
TREASURER (Temp.!)
John Sansome
I have now set up a PayPal account for CHS, which can be used for subscriptions,
merchandise and registration/passport fees via the website - more information in
the Spring Newsletter and on the website.

THE AGM - 2015
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By popular request we have been asked if the AGM could be held on a Sunday in
May again. We are very happy to have been invited to a venue renowned for its
wonderful five and a half acres of gardens and display of rhododendrons - Long
House, Woodhouse Eaves, near Loughborough, courtesy of Mr John Oakland.
With easy access from the M1, there is a good selection of local B & Bs. For a
look at the gardens, visit www.longclose.org.uk
We are considering an informal get-together on the Saturday evening prior to the
AGM. As 2015 is the 50th year since Louise Firouz rediscovered the Caspian
Horse, we feel there should be a special event to celebrate the occasion and hope
you will join us. After the AGM business and Buffet Lunch, speakers suited to the
occasion would be invited to tell us of the discovery of the first Caspian and early
days in Iran and UK. Details will be available on the website and next newsletter
when confirmed.

OBITUARIES
JENNY QUINNEY

Janet Dedicoat

I first met Jenny Quinney in my late teens
when approached to work, ride, school and
compete her young show horses.
Mrs
Quinney, as I was to address her, was wellknown and respected in the equestrian world
for her success with Show Hunters. She
herself had bred and produced many good
horses, with Fidelio (right) being her horse of
a lifetime. He was an outstanding 16.3
chestnut gelding who 'wiped the board'
nationally as both a Ridden Hunter and Working Hunter. They won the Hunter
Championship three times at the Royal Windsor Horse Show, winning outright
what I believe was the King George V Trophy, which always stood proudly in her
living room at Eastern Hill. This record still stands. So it was with fear and
trepidation that I accepted this honour and rode a succession of horses for her.
Over the years I was accepted as part of the family with husband Robin, daughter
Gabrielle and son Sean.
To say that Jenny was a taskmaster may be an understatement to both family and
staff!! She had immense pride and correctness in the production and care of
horses, dogs, cats and home. She had eyes like a hawk for attention to detail and
quality and sometimes she would get misunderstood in these aims. She was an
accomplished rider astride and side-saddle and worked under many great trainers.
The plight of the first Caspians arriving in the UK caught her attention in later life
and so started the Stud at Eastern Hill.

Jenny was enormously fond of all of her Caspian Horses and was highly selective
in purchase choice and breeding policy. I worked closely with her to produce
Caspians and put them in the public eye to show their versatility. Her Caspians
were competed, ridden/driven/show jumped/evented and took part in dressage and
Pony Club and mounted games. I do not believe that anyone, then or since, did
more to promote these qualities. Those days held fond memories for her. Jenny
worked tirelessly to this aim and was not always popular with others for her
success. In this respect her promoting of the breed is missed today.
Sadly her husband Robin (a former CHS chairman himself) died a few years earlier
and the Stud was slowly dispersed, with many of her stock continuing the Eastern
lines today. She also leaves her three lovely grandchildren, one of whom – Rachel is an excellent horsewoman herself and looks so much like Jenny when mounted.
I will always be indebted to Jenny for the knowledge, care and opportunities she
gave to me and she will remain close to my heart always and greatly missed.
Barbara Smathers & Les Harvey
Following an illustrious career, breeding and producing top quality show hunters, I
understand Jenny came to Caspians and bought her first stock from Liz Webster in
the early eighties.
Les and I were introduced to Jenny Quinney in 1995 by Brenda Dalton, when we
were looking for a lead rein Caspian for our son Matt. We met Jenny for the first
time when we visited Eastern Hill Stud to
view Eastern Anjuli. We bought Anjuli,
and Jenny not only allowed us to use her
stallions - Hopstone Jamshyd (left, with
Jenny driving) on Achnaha Kinnara and
Middleton Shir on Achnaha Klio - but
welcomed us into her home and, with
husband Robin, taught us how to breed a
Caspian!
That led to a life-long friendship. Jenny
became part of our family and part of the fabric of our lives. We shared a love of
horses, along with many other experiences and pleasures.
In our stables are the children, grandchildren and now great grandchildren of
Jenny's beloved Caspians. We are looking forward to the birth of Arjuna Amir
Shadi's first foals next year. He is the youngest of Jenny's Eastern Shahida
offspring. We’re so very sorry she will not be here to see another generation of her
pure bred Caspians, in the fiftieth year of their rediscovery, continuing the legacy.
Ironically, the last time I spoke to Jenny was to tell her that Eastern Anjuli had
been put to sleep that day. I miss them both every day. They are much missed and
fondly remembered.

______

KATHLEEN McCORMICK

Brenda Dalton

I was shocked and saddened by the
unexpected death of Kathleen McCormick,
President of the North American Caspian
Society, on September 10th 2014. Kathleen
owned the first Caspian to leave Iran. She
was dedicated to the Caspian horse and to
the impact that cross breeding could make
on the performance pony. She would have
to wait many years for pure-bred mares. She
was fiercely loyal to her friends and held
together the NACS, whose early members are, for the most part, still extant and
who have now taken over her horses to ensure their future.
Kathleen met Louise Firouz when she kept her horses on a farm owned by the
Laylin family, where Elizabeth Arden’s race horses sometimes liveried on their
way to races. Kathleen’s 17.1 hh Thoroughbred jumper, Bear, (above, with
Kathleen) was one of only 17 horses in the US to take part in trials for the 1968
Olympics.
After discussions with Louise and with other pony breeders in the US, it became
obvious that pony breeders who had made significant investments in their
respective breeds would not want to support another breed of pony which might
eventually compete against them, so if Caspians were to go to the U.S. they would
have to ‘go it alone’. Louise agreed to handle the export and Kathleen would take
care of showing and breeding.
In 1965 communication was by air mail only and the many difficulties that befell
both of them are documented in a manuscript that Kathleen had hoped to have
published one day. Louise told her that if she visited Iran she would probably be
detained for questioning.
Jehan was a 12.0 hand liver chestnut stallion, who was born wild and used as a
pack pony near the Caspian Sea. He had an elegant head, a beautiful top line and
was an excellent mover. Kathleen took him to many prestigious US shows
including the Upperville Horse & Colt Show, the oldest Horse Show in America,
where he took third place. This was an incredible achievement for a small pony
stallion at an “AA” rated horse show. Sadly, Jehan never had a Caspian ‘bride’,
but his part bred offspring are outstanding.

_____
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: A few members are ‘out of kilter’ with
the payment dates of their annual subscriptions by Standing Order (and a few
with cash/cheques too!). All subs. are due on 1st April. To help our accounting,
we would be grateful if you would change your bank arrangements to this date
ready for 1st April 2015. Thank you very much for your continued support.

SUZANNE DORE

Liz Webster
th

My old friend Suzanne Dore passed away on 29 September. With her death we
have lost another of the special people who supported and promoted the Caspian
Horse back in the 1970s.
Six foundation mares and one stallion arrived in the UK in 1976 on a mercy
mission, hastily arranged after three Caspians intended for our Hopstone Stud were
killed by wolves in Iran. Suzanne purchased the bay mare Fatemeh, leader of her
herd and a strong character, personality traits possessed by her new owner.
Suzanne also became co-owner of our grey stallion Mehran, who went to live at
Kineton, where she then had a small hotel with her sister Judith. There he was
ridden and frequently driven by her in driving club events. Suzanne chose Kineton
as her breeder’s prefix.
When my mother Jaffa and I ran the Caspian stand at the Royal Show for many
years, Suzanne often helped us to ‘man’ the merchandise table and even brought
home-made cakes to share with us. At our well-attended Breed Shows she was a
regular, especially imaginative with her Fancy Dress entries! Later, guests at our
Bed and Breakfast business in the Cotswolds would enjoy her home-made
marmalade.
When Suzanne joined the Committee of the Henden Stud-based Caspian Breed
Society and sent her Caspians for livery there, we lost her membership. She
arranged and catered for many fund-raising bridge lunches for CBS. But Mum and
I kept up our friendship with Suzanne. She joined a pre-Christmas Lunch with
CHS members at Cirencester a few years ago and always fervently wished the
societies would re-unite. I last visited her a year ago, en-route home from a CHS
Council meeting. We had tea in her delightful cottage and chatted about old times.
She re-joined the CHS there and then,
and was delighted to be ‘back’ with some
old friends. I left her settling down to
read our magazine, catching up with
obvious enjoyment.
Suzanne will be much missed by friends
in both Caspian societies and by her five
children and larger family. The
International Caspian Stud Book shows
Kineton Kaspar keeps Suzanne’s
legacy alive. Photo: Lindahl, Sweden.
that the nine Caspians bred by Suzanne
went on to produce 77 pure-bred
offspring. Kineton descendants can now be found in many parts of the world.

_____
OUR NEWSLETTER is sent out to members by email, between the twice-yearly
magazines. If you have not received one, please contact v.shortis@sizzel.net to
make sure that we have your current email address.

LETTER FROM THE ICS CHAIRMAN

Brenda Dalton
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August and September were sad months for those of us who knew the breeders
from the early days. On the 20 th August the Caspian lost a major breeder in Jenny
Quinney. She not only bred Caspians but she trained them for riding and driving to
the highest standards.
On the 10th September, North America lost their founder and President. Kathleen
McCormick was totally dedicated to Jehan and the group of people who bred
amazing part bred stock from this lovely chestnut stallion.
Before September had closed we lost Suzanne Dore, who was involved almost
from the beginning of the breed in the U.K. All three of these people helped to
make the breed what it is today. Their legacy lives on in several countries around
the world.
In October, two pre-foundation mares in Hungary were approved for registration,
along with their foals. Two other mares were excluded from assessment. You can
read more about this on the ICS website shortly.
ICS member societies have been invited by the Equestrian Federation of Iran to
take part in a 50th Anniversary Conference in Iran in or around September 2015.
The ICS is working with Ateshe Firouz-Larsson and the Federation to establish a
suitable programme and we welcome any ideas from members. We would also
like to hear from anyone who would like to attend so that invitations can be sent to
you when the final arrangements have been made.
Nomination forms have been sent to the representatives of the member societies for
the position of Vice Chairman. Please contact one of the officers if you are
interested in the position and have any queries. www.caspianhorses.org

TOWSAN DE PERSICA Ateshe Firouz-Larsson
People look for different things in horses. As a show jumper who became a
dressage rider, I immediately look at how a horse moves (does it engage from the
back, what is its action like, does it have long strides, is it supple ....?) and how it
jumps, even over a small pole on the ground or a log in the field.
When we acquired Persicus Amir and Persicus Teyhou the first thing I looked at
was how they negotiated a free jump. They were both very athletic and moved with
ease towards the jump, but Teyhou was extraordinary. She had a technically
excellent jump, with her front legs tucked elegantly under her chest, a back that
was round and beautifully articulated and hind legs that sailed over far above the
pole. I could feel my heart beating faster; I couldn't believe my eyes. 'Let's put her
over another time', I told my husband. Once again she sailed effortlessly over in
the same way.
I was very interested in crossing her with a larger stallion in order to have a bigger
pony. I spoke with our vet about it and he assured me that there was no danger
whatsoever in crossing her with a horse. The mare determines the size of the foal,

he would say, every time I asked whether or not it was dangerous to cross her with
a large horse. We finally took the decision to breed her to a Warmblood horse
which had an interesting jumping pedigree but who, above all, had an excellent
temperament. Puccini was a 4 year old Holsteiner owned by Wim Schoukens. He
was 17.1 hh, had a very strong jumping technique and good character. We used
artificial insemination with fresh semen.
Towsan was born just after the Persian New Year (Norouz) in 2003. He was only
slightly larger than a pure bred Caspian foal and Teyhou had given birth as
Caspians always do, as soon as you turn your back. Toto, as he was known, was a
very curious foal and always came towards you when you entered his stall or field.
He was very good natured and sociable.
We backed him at the age of three. He
measured 133 cms and would grow to 135 cms
(13.1-13.2 hh). He was extremely easy to
handle and we had him going in all three paces
with a rider within the week. He was a bit of a
coward but easily reassured by his rider.
Forward moving, he was quick to learn to work
in a proper frame and worked easily into the bit.
We tried him over some poles and he had the
same jump as Teyhou, technically excellent.
We had many ponies in our stable in those days
and Toto would accompany us to competitions
as a training pony. Before long we entered him
in his first competition. Although a little
overwhelmed by his surroundings, he never
hesitated and finished with a clear round.
Towsan was also schooled as a dressage pony. He was quick to learn lateral
movements and although ponies aren't required to do flying changes he learned
them very easily. He taught our daughter, Leyla, to execute flying changes and
canter half passes. By then she had started competing him in the show jumping
classes. You could always rely on him to come out of the arena with a clear round
as he was a very clean jumper and never touched a pole. He competed against
ponies and horses and had an almost perfect track record. He was competing in the
90 cms classes when he was sold at the age of 6 yrs. as a dressage pony.
The Deutsche Reitpony or German Riding Pony is one of the most successful
breeds of pony. It was created, much like the Warmblood, as a pure sports pony.
Successful breeds were mixed together to produce jumping machines and ponies
that moved with power and expression. Character was also an important factor in
the equation as these small equines were destined for children. With this in mind, I
was curious to see if a Caspian crossed with a larger horse could also produce a
pony that would excel in the different equestrian disciplines. Towsan's versatility is
proof that Caspians are very useful in cross breeding to produce highly competitive
ponies. They provide the athletic qualities sought after while retaining the kind
character that is fundamental to the breeding of any sports pony.

THE SWEDEN INTERNATIONAL HORSE SHOW
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The Caspian horse will participate in the largest event of the year in Sweden - the
Sweden International Horse Show. This is a unique gathering of all Sweden's
different horse breeds for the very first time. The visitors will be able to meet and
pet the horses and representatives of the breed organization will be present to
answer questions and provide help. This event is a fantastic opportunity for those
planning to buy a horse now or in the future. This big event is possible thanks to
the project Horses Made In Sweden, that promotes the Swedish-bred horses.
If you want to read more about the whole event (in English) visit:
www.swedenhorseshow.se www.swedenhorseshow.se/theres-horse-everyone/
http://www.swedenhorseshow.se/unique-gathering-swedens-horses/

NEWS FROM FRANCE
Fran Smith-Boyes - www.rosmear.com
Breeding has been effectively on hold
for the last three years as Brian has been
working abroad. Three unplanned and
unusually coloured colts were born in
2013 (none in 2011/2012). Rosmear
Kamal is a rich dark bay, whilst R. Soren
looks Norwegian and R. Azad is
chestnut with blond mane and tail. This
year we’ve had one filly, Rana (Sirhowy
Sanjar x R Tiz-Taz-Too) who is brown
but will turn grey. She has an adorable
character and continues the female line from Hopstone Sasha via R. Ramesh and
TTT. Costessa Siyroun celebrated his 32nd birthday this year.
In late October we had an open weekend, organised by a student as part of a
placement, “The presentation of the Caspian Horse”. Christophe has worked with
Caspians since he was 14. His friend Emilie Cazanave demonstrated a Caspian in
harness; only the fifth and sixth time R. Namarki – now 15 years old - had had a
person on board. It was Emilie’s first driving appearance in public! (Bernard
Peccoud made a 700km trek with Namarki and her sister Khalif (‘The Caspian’,
2005). Neither had been backed save
for one hour of ‘familiarisation’ to two
panniers!!) A driving professional at
the Open Day was really surprised how
fast Namarki (right) had learnt.
Emélie had also been working with
Noushin to drive her. Along with
Babak, Noushin has now been sold to a
new Caspian owner, Laurène Meignié.

Laurène is hoping to establish a Caspian breeding herd in two years’ time.
Meanwhile the mares are at a riding school near Tarbes. Noushin may participate
in the “Champiat de France” for ridden horses in Category A, which limits the
height of the horse to 1.06m (just under 10’2hh) and the rider to 12 or younger; at
present most are on Shetlands. We are expecting much from Noushin, who should
perform well and give the Caspian ‘free’ publicity. (As an added incentive, the
proprietor does not like Shetlands! Watch this space).
Emilie has established the “Association Française le Cheval Caspien”- open days
helping to generate funds. The website features Rosmear Caspians:
http://feemilie.wix.com/chevalcaspienfrance. The Open Days showed Emilie
driving Namarki; Jeanne long-reining Noushin; Babak & Zarini jumping and pony
games with Elske (Caspian/Arab) & Kiana (Arab/Caspian). Christophe gave a brief
history and description of Caspian characteristics; then a short parade with TizTaz-Too and her fillies, Rana (2014), Kiana (Arab/Caspian ‘08) & Noushin (‘07).
We gave rides, also to a senior rider (usually side-saddle) cantering on Namarki.
My impressions of the Caspian: By Gabrielle Derippe
I met Caspians six years ago with a friend Christophe in Bryan and Françoise’s
farm at Gomer, in south-west France. We were 14 years old and broke in many
Caspians. We had little expérience, so the Caspian has extraordinary learning
abilities. In just a few days we ride, jump, do pony games. The first day we rode
Ramesh and Zarini. Zarini had never left the farm with a rider. She didn’t
understand all, but she kept calm. One year later, Henden Charlotte arrived, almost
wild. In a few weeks, we broke her in and she had faith in us. Many other
adventures make me think the Caspian is a special horse. He has a good character
and gives a lot. Today we give lessons to Jeanne, 14 years old (Emilie’s daughter),
and it’s a happiness to see her jump with a Caspian. This breed deserves to be
better known in France. They have real abilities of which most people are unaware.

CHS ON SHOW IN 2014
SUFFOLK SHOW, 28-29 May

12

Charlotte Archer Goode

Suffolk Show has a large competition and
demonstration section where people take
their prize livestock and horses. I myself
have attended for the past two years with
Dreda Randall's Caspians.
The two
Caspian Horses that we took this year
were Casper (Bytham Churchill) and
Runnymede Meteor.
I rode Meteor in the ridden demonstration that was commentated upon.
Ruth explained the heritage of the
Caspian Horse and gave a small fact file

Our President, Jane, with Casper &
Meteor. Charlotte is on Meteor (right).

about each of the Caspians that we were showing, explaining their ages and who
they were sired by, also informing people that they are a rare breed.
I also competed in the in-hand competition where I came fourth. I think that
Caspians are a great breed, as they are small like ponies; however they move like
horses and also have a great jump! Meteor, whom I took to the show, is 13 years
old and has been my favourite pony since I started riding him five years ago!
Casper is 12 years old and has joined us more recently. However, he is also a joy to
ride and has a great character!
ASHBY SHOW, 13 July

Janet Dedicoat

I would like to say some big ‘THANK YOU’s to all supporters, competitors,
sponsors - young and old - who came to exhibit and help from far and wide, many
as spare handlers/riders and to the Ashby Show Committee who work with our
own Committee beforehand to ensure our needs are met and all runs smoothly.
They are so welcoming and encouraging to all, no matter how big or small their
exhibitor base. We have a good position, perfectly placed opposite our ring, with
good public access. We are well
received in the Main Ring’s Grand
Parade, which always generates
much interest and many questions
about the Caspian Horse.
Our
numbers were small this year but
quality was high and we had more
interested discussion about the
Caspian Horse’s origins: and uses
than previous shows.
Left: Angela Leadbetter leads her mare
Lanhill AntiMay (Reserve Champion) in
the Grand Parade.

Thank you to our judge Mr Chris Porter, who was extremely good at assessing and
positioning exhibits and gave helpful comments and advice to all before him.
Here are my own observations.
In years gone by, my experience of the Breed Show at Stoneleigh was of activity. I
accompanied Robin and Jenny Quinney to this annual Show. Many attended and
the Schedule was full of In-Hand classes, Leading Rein Ridden, First Ridden,
Open Ridden, Clear Round and other Jumping classes, Handy Horse, Games,
Fancy Dress, plus Driving classes, with stallions, mares and geldings all taking
part. SUCH FUN!! What a variety of disciplines to ATTRACT INTEREST from
prospective owners and be ENJOYED BY ALL. How I miss that participation.
These are difficult times, but it doesn't stop the Caspian being schooled, ridden,
jumped etc. You only have to look at the website and Farokh’s Diary to see how
proud the Iranians are of their exhibits and to show their ridden performance,
qualities and uses as well as in-hand activities.
CAN OUR DIFFICULTIES BE WORSE THAN THEIRS?

So come on! Let's see if 2015 can attract even more Caspians in the ring and let's
have some 'younger members' having a go, not leaving all the enthusiasm to the
'old established crew'. Therein lies the challenge!!
______
ASHBY RESULTS - Warmest Congratulations to the Winners!
Class 1(Males): Bytham Justin Time (Champion), Runnymede Felfel
Class 2 (Females): Lanhill Anti May (Reserve Champion), Wallingfen Dorellen
Class 3 (Ridden) Bytham Kimetta
Class 4 (Part-Breds): Bytham Lindsay

To Caspian owners, from our judge at Ashby
Hello, may I take this opportunity to introduce myself? My name is Chris Porter,
a judge for many years and on a number of showing and breed panels. While
working in the Equine industry I have been lucky enough to work with many
foreign breeds and I was honoured to be asked to Judge at the Caspian Breed
classes this year at Ashby Show. I was asked to write a few words on what I feel
about Showing, in the present climate. Good question, I thought!!!
As we all know, the Caspian is one of the oldest breeds in existence and they were
imported into this country some years ago. However, as I travel around the
counties judging foreign breed classes, I am shocked to see the lack of support by
Caspian horses coming forward to represent this lovely breed in the classes. I can
only presume that the owners just have their stock as field ornaments, rather than
using these classes to show the public how useful and versatile they are.
I realize the cost of entries, travel etc., but if we do not promote our stock, it could
well be that the breed will disappear from the showing world as we know it.
Shows are putting these classes on, but with the classes not being supported, shows
will just cut them out, opting for classes that gain better entries, which would be a
sad state for all.
Sorry for sounding so serious, but this is how I feel. It is important to take a step
back and seriously have a re-think over the winter for next season. On a good note,
as Christmas is around the corner, I wish everybody a lovely festive time.

EMLEY SHOW, 2 August
The Caspian Horse Society on tour!

Paula Reid

Firstly let me say ‘hello’ and give a little of the back story to Liz and Ruth’s
weekend in Yorkshire. I had been working with a couple of organisations in
helping to re-home some neglected horses and ponies, including Caspians. Having
never seen a Caspian or to my knowledge ever met anyone who owned one, I
decided the best option was to contact CHS to try and make some headway in the
huge puzzle of matching passports to horses and then horses to new homes.
Liz and Ruth were absolute stars and without their help and indeed that of the CHS
and some of its members, the future for quite a number of pure and part bred
Caspians would have ended quite differently. Well, after many telephone
conversations and e-mails I ventured that a CHS presence at a big local

Agricultural Show up here wouldn’t go amiss. After all the negative publicity
surrounding a Yorkshire Caspian breeder, it would be the chance to showcase the
‘proper’ side of Caspian owning and breeding.
Now the showground is 5 minutes from me, but literally hours away from where
these two ladies live. Ruth managed to beat the traffic but poor Liz spent seven
hours battling road-works and traffic jams. We had originally intended putting the
show stand up on the Friday and then back to mine for supper – but after the
horrendous journey we all decided it would be better to have a well-earned glass of
something very cold, tuck into some food and re-convene at the showground early
the next day.
My husband Andy, Liz and Ruth made surprisingly short work of show stand
erecting. I was the ‘spare part’, having just come off crutches, but gosh the stand
looked very, very smart in a matter of minutes. Under strict doctor’s orders I
couldn’t be on my feet for any great length of time so popped in and out of the
showground during the day. Although only one Caspian was in the class –
hopefully next year the number will increase – the CHS stand proved to be
popular, especially when one of the members brought her Caspian along for a chat.
During the afternoon a CHS member from East Yorkshire, Pam WaddingtonMuse, arrived and proved a wonderful
addition to the team, explaining to show
visitors about the Caspian horse and, I am
sure, making lots of converts to the breed.

Penny, Justin and their fellow
competitors endured a rainstorm!

It was great to put faces to names and finally
meet Liz and Ruth, and if their enthusiasm is
anything to go by, the CHS is in very capable
hands. The after-show wind-down at our
local pub was such fun and it would be
absolutely amazing if in 2015 more CHS
members could join in and see that it isn’t
that grim up North!

Oh, as a little plus, the CHS stand is very prominent in the background on quite a
lot of photographs on the website Klickonfotos.co.uk. Emley Show.

POINTS FOR PERFORMANCE WINNER 2015
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Sadly, very few cards have been received this year, but warm congratulations are
still due to Angela Leadbetter and her lovely mare Lanhill AntiMay, who gained
47 points, Bytham Lindsay 20 points and Runnymede Fel-Fel 9 points. Seems like
2014 was a slow year for showing –let’s make sure that 2015 will be far better!
Get your 2015 Points card from Penny Walster as early as possible next year.
Email billybushfire@aol.com

WELL-SCHOOLED CASPIANS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED
Liz Webster
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Here’s the problem… Britain has too many horses. There are too many welfare
victims and they can’t all be helped. The BHS blames indiscriminate breeding.
Studs offering unbroken stock on the open market have found that few buyers are
prepared to take a gamble on unmanageable horses. Flighty un-catchable Caspians
for sale more or less from the field will be unlikely to sell, unless a breeder is
willing to overlook wildness for particular bloodlines. Most buyers will not be so
forgiving. Correct paperwork matters too. It is both naive and unscrupulous to sell
on a ‘Caspian’ without them, and the horse will suffer for his owner’s
thoughtlessness. Your horse’s future wellbeing is – unavoidably - your
responsibility.
Although we love them, it’s a fact that Caspians and their part-breds are still
finding their niche in the highly competitive horse world, so an uneducated
Caspian is handicapped from the start. Forgive the allusion, but I’m sure you’d
never send a child into the world without manners or education – what sort of a
future would they have? Trying to sell unbroken, unhandled horses and ponies is
unrewarding in every way. Since that includes too many Caspians, they must seem
like a poor bet right now. Stud enquiries are at an all-time low and good stallions
are standing idle, costing money instead of earning it.
To change the outlook requires big efforts from all who love the beautiful, megacapable Caspian; Council, breeders and owners. More Caspian foals should come
into the world with a useful, interesting life ahead of them.
Persuasive claims are not enough
Based on personal experience, word of mouth or photographs from Louise and
some owners, we are rightly enthusiastic about the Caspian’s capabilities, but we
must prove these claims to the buying public! Well-schooled horses and confident
riders or drivers reveal far more about Caspians at shows, exhibitions, gymkhanas,
show jumping events, pony racing, pony clubs, polo for children, dressage or
driving competitions than any photograph. They must be seen as child-friendly,
which relies on proper habituation from the beginning - and schooling!! When
they’re impressed, people talk. Threads are woven which lead on to greater things.
A Caspian that stays at home can seldom do this. Does he (I also include she and
part-breds) have something special to demonstrate? Unless the world can be
brought to his door, he needs to do it where others can see that he’s properly
broken, well-schooled , easy for children to handle and ride and quiet with traffic
and loading. Before he can attract new converts and better prospects for the breed
on the open market, he must be capable of competing on at least equal terms in the
horse world. No small rider? How about driving him, or using a taller part-bred
Caspian?
Beautiful photographs are essential, but seeing and touching a live Caspian draws
the crowds! We try to get Caspians to as many events as possible. Two lovely
geldings, loaned by the Randall family, are ridden before the public at Suffolk

Show (usually in the rain!), but well-schooled, ridden Caspians are otherwise few
and far between, making it difficult to find them for events and competitions. If
we want to aim for something like HOYS and its spotlight parade, which will bring
the breed to wider notice, we must have them ready!
Early Caspians in the UK won loads of media attention. Older members will
remember Charlie and Chester (Scurry Champions), Hopstone Mustapha and Hop.
Chahar Shambe (tandem team, dressage, gymkhana, show-jumping), Karoun
(successfully driven), Hopstone Jamshyd (ride and drive, County level), Maroun
and Rostam (driven by the Royal Mews, scurry), Daria Nour (show-jumper and
BBC TV star!) and Hopstone Tanbaku (ride and drive ,Working Hunter Pony).
I’ve seen Caspians and part-breds do all these things and more. The Caspian
Demonstration Team in West Australia was hugely popular with the public (‘The
Caspian’ Spring 2013). Sweden’s Nordiclights Stud breaks, schools and sells
Caspians and part-breds to give them purpose and good prices are the result.
Loans to well-known riders add prestige and value. A few UK owners do this and good for them - but in recent times there have been too few.
Our website holds splendid photographs, the breed standard and history, stallion
lists and how to register / passport young-stock and show and sell Caspians.
Leaflets are distributed at shows, magazines and newsletters reach interested
people worldwide and introduce new members to CHS. Council spends time and
effort educating the public - but we need the help of our Caspian owners!
The need is URGENT!!
Next year we celebrate the 50th Anniversary since Louise found her first Caspian
with a calendar - but it will be so much more than that! The most beautiful
collection of photographed Caspians ever produced will be launched to a fanfare of
publicity. This fabulous work of art (and there will be spin-offs) is intended to
throw the limelight onto Caspian Horses - and we must be ready! Stud enquiries,
extra funds and more members to the CHS should follow, which will allow us to
do much more for the Caspian and its supporters. While writing, I would like to
record our immense gratitude to Colin and Farokh for the considerable expertise,
time and funds they’re giving towards this goal. We must grasp this amazing
chance! Those Caspians will be the best ambassadors we could possibly have.
What can you do now?
Caspians learn fast. If money is tight, most of the work can be done at home. Start
early with young-stock; take experienced advice. Be patient with older stock, they
have long memories. Regular gentle handling from the start builds trust and makes
everything kinder and easier. Our local riding school taught Hopstone ‘students’
about children, traffic and life outside their own patch for a couple of weeks,
continued at home afterwards.
If your best Caspians are doing nothing but eat, don’t waste their potential a minute
longer! The second best deserve a chance too. Borrow some helpful children
(with permission!) when your Caspian is ready. Use this winter and keep
schooling - we will need them by mid-2015. Keep in mind the better market and
fuller life your well-trained Caspians will find. Are you up to this challenge too?

WORLD BREEDS CLASSES & some suggested shows for 2015
Our Ashby judge, Chris Porter, is keen to promote World Breeds classes. There
are now more of these classes, where Caspians can enter and be seen, but there are
also the usual classes for in-hand, ridden and driven ponies. Here are a few
suggestions, but there are many more. At time of writing, most schedules are
unavailable until early 2015, so please check then for WBC and other classes.
Devon County Show – 21-23 May, Westpoint, Exeter.
CHAPS Championships – August/ September (tbc), Arena UK, Grantham, Leics.
Derby County Show - 28th June, Aston on Trent
Ashby Show – 12th July, Ashby de la Zouch, Leics.
Emley Show – 1st August, Emley Mast, West Yorks.
Suffolk County Show – 27-28 May, Ipswich
Notts/Derby Sunday March 29th, Long Eaton/ Breaston.
Equifest – 12th -16th August – East of England showground, Peterborough.
Royal London Show – (qualifying classes - first day). Onley, Nr. Rugby, date tbc.
Rutland Show – 31st May, Oakham, Leics.
THE ANNIVERSARY CALENDAR ROLLS ON

Farokh Khorooshi
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Earlier this summer, CHS
Council
member
Farokh
Khorooshi and photographer
Colin Barker travelled to the
Caspian region of Iran to
photograph Caspian horses for
the 50th Anniversary Calendar.
They were joined by our patron
Ateshe Firouz on this trip. They
spent a week in the Caspian
region attending the Gilan
Caspian Horse Festival.

After the Festival they travelled to the tea and rice growing valleys of this beautiful
region to photograph Caspian horses in their natural habitat. They also visited the
stables in Nowroozabad and paid a visit to Kordan, where Louise’s house and
stables are still looked after by her son Caren and his family. Farokh has written
the travel diaries for this trip. You can read them on the CHS
website http://www.caspianhorsesociety.org.uk/iran-trip-diaries.html.
Farokh and Colin also visited Joyce and Felix Covington at their ranch in Texas
recently. They managed to photograph Joyce's herd, which is believed to be the
biggest herd of Caspians anywhere in the world. Farokh's diaries of this trip
should be posted on the CHS website shortly. Last week they both visited CHS
council member Penny Walster, to photograph the handsome Bytham Justin Time
in Sherwood Forest. They hope to visit Margareta Lindahl in Sweden soon, to take
some winter shots for the calendar diaries.

THE POLO SHOOT

Rebecca Mann
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One subject proposed for the calendar was to photograph a Caspian playing polo. It
is believed that the game of polo originated in Iran.
Colin lives near Cowdray Park in West Sussex, and a young girl, Sabrina, who
plays Pony Club polo, was keen to participate.
The next job was to find a suitable Caspian to play the part and this is where we
come in. Edcombe Aladdin ( Shepton Darius/Henden Morgantina) and Edcombe
Cassima (Henden Noah/Henden Morgantina) were selected for the job. Aladdin is
by far the more experienced as he rides and drives, but he suffers from severe
sweet itch and has his mane hogged. Cassima has not been broken to ride long and
is rather green, so we took her as a back-up. We used a hockey stick to get them
used to the idea of a polo stick!
Rosie and I travelled to Sussex the evening before the shoot as we felt it would be
too much to try to do it all in one day. Apart from my Sat Nav sending us down
some very narrow lanes, we had an uneventful journey. The Caspians stayed with
Sabrina and her family and she had a quick ride round to get the feel of them.
Aladdin proved to be the best behaved, and his hogged mane was more authentic
as most professional polo ponies are hogged. Also, he is very fit and Cassima is
not…and rather overweight! The family were very impressed with the Caspian
type and thought they could make very good polo ponies.
The next morning the “polo ponies” were polished and bandaged up for the shoot.
The original idea was to photograph them “warming up” with a Polo match going
on in the background, but it was decided that it would be too dangerous for Sabrina
to ride an untried pony as the situation could get out of control very quickly. So we
had the polo ground to ourselves.
The weather stayed fine and
both ponies behaved well for
the camera, once we had fitted
side reins to Aladdin to stop
him trying to eat the grass!
Colin got the shots he wanted. It
was a long and repetitive day
but ponies and child were real
stars.
It was an interesting
experience and once again
showed how truly adaptable the
Caspian Horse is.

_______

NOTES FROM THE NORTH
From Anna Bergmann, in the Scottish Borders
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Our initial excitement of the summer was the birth of Fred’s first foal – a colt - at
the end of May to a Skyrian mare – a rare Greek breed, about which you can also
read in this issue of the magazine in an article by Sheilagh Brown, the owner of the
mare. As a vet she has written papers on rare breeds, including Caspians. The colt
has Fred written all over him, with his huge sense of importance and all his
presence.
Then we made a great start to the showing
season with Sapphire in a hunter pony
breeding class at the Royal Highland Show,
where she was second in good company and
highest placed Welsh part-bred in her
championship section. She has just been
backed and ridden about a bit so that next year
– as a four year old - she can do ridden classes
and will, it is hoped, make a smashing working
hunter pony.
But our summer has also brought sadness, with
the loss of Amber, aged 23 - she had coped
well with a few problems with the help of
natural remedies and radionics treatment for
some time and it was hoped she could have the whole summer - but sadly it was
not to be. She gave huge pleasure to us all and leaves a legacy in Sapphire who is
already a superb ambassador for the part bred Caspian.
The boys adored her and I was conscious that they needed to know what had
happened. Our kind and knowledgeable vet Tim confirmed that the grieving
process in animals is incredibly important and much
overlooked and that knowing what has happened
undoubtedly helps those remaining to move on. So
she was put down in the field and before a digger
came, the others were turned out with her, one by
one – Sapphire was unphased but the boys grieved
over her in a heart-breaking way. Tim had said they
would try to make her get up again and would then
leave her after an hour or so – but they didn’t leave
at all - Fred lay down with her and Dazzle wouldn't
come in. It was exactly the right thing to do for
them - I had never heard of anyone doing it before
Runnymede Amber is much
but just knew it was really necessary - and there
missed
was a peace about them all afterwards and none of
them grieved over the grave.
Stichill Sapphire (with Katie onboard in the Scottish mist), on the
way to her ridden career.

Even up here we have had glorious summer weather – glorious that is except for
the down side of all this lush grass and industrial quantities of midges and the

subsequent crash course in the management of the problems that they bring.
Where possible I try to stick to natural, herbal and homeopath remedies but have
had to resort to heavy duty conventional methods this year when those where not
sufficient.
What is very apparent is that the natural approach needs to start much earlier to act
as a preventative rather than a cure – so things that help so much like homeopathic
nozodes of Sweet Itch and stricter control of grazing should be implemented as a
matter of course long before the triggers become so virulent. In addition, a really
good anti midge rug is a must for any with a Sweet Itch problem - especially for
those like Fred, whose skin is incredibly sensitive to the preventative lotions that
work so well for the others – and only now have I learned where to do a skin test of
them and for how long – so he has spent the summer in a very fetching Fredcoloured Boett midge-proof onesie!
An Aloe Vera spray by Forever Living Products called Aloe First is really soothing
on sensitive inflamed skin and by far the best rugs are from Boett sold by The Itchy
Horse Company which also runs the National Sweet Itch Centre who are incredible
knowledgeable about Sweet Itch and give a really helpful efficient service.

BERE SAHIRA, Orphan Foal

Rosie Gilbert
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Sahira is a bright bay filly, apparently the spit of her dam, owned by me on behalf
of my two year old son Thomas. We have owned her since she was nine months
old, having bought her direct from her breeder Clair Thomas. Clair and her young
daughter hand-reared her, as her dam passed away from colic when the filly was
five weeks old. She lives at present wandering in and out of our garden and her
adjacent paddock, as the home is a work in progress….
She often bulldozes through the patio, she is nosy, inquisitive and flighty in a
playful manner. She loves chasing my husky dog for a reaction and jumps a stable
door with ease (or has secret wings). She is the
socialite of the farm, keenly befriending all horses,
who consequently become obsessed with her; she is
often field hopping (if it’s not an electric fence) to
chin-wag, but has a best friend, four year old gelding
BRP, my other son’s pony, who she moved from
Devon to Kent with. He is a fairly laid back big bro’
influence (thank God).
The aim is for ‘Bambam’ to grow up as part of the
family. I will most likely back her next summer, if she
seems well grown and then turn her away. At present
she is young and carefree, she jumps like a stag, floats
like a ballerina and runs like the wind.
The world is her oyster- oh, for youth!

THEO – THE FIRST CASPIAN X SKYROS COLT
Sheilagh Nisbet Brown, of Scottish Skyros Horses
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In June 2010, I set out to buy another Exmoor, but came home instead with a small
herd of one of the world`s rarest horse breeds! The Skyros, from the Greek island
of the same name, is unique, genetic tests having failed to show a close relationship
to other breeds. They have a slightly pendulous abdomen, unruly mane, fine limbs,
a fine coat with very little white and an overall horse shape in spite of their small
stature of between 10 and 11 hands (below). Perhaps due to the lack of natural
predators on Skyros, they are inquisitive, friendly and exceptionally docile. Once
used for traction and threshing grain in pre-mechanised Greece, they are now
struggling to survive and the low numbers globally puts them on the FAO criticalmaintained list.
It quickly occurred to me that to preserve the genetic resource represented by the
Skyros, I would have to make it a more
desirable horse; currently, the breed is
only suitable for riders up to about
40kg, for use as companions and as
conservation grazers. Therefore I
would need to widen its utility and
sporting potential through a programme
of improvement while preserving the
desirable behavioural qualities of the
Skyros. Improvement in this way is far
from new, with an estimated 80% of
the world`s horse breeds containing
Arab blood. Furthermore, Scotland`s foundation herd of two colts and three fillies
were all sired by the same stallion and to import a more distantly-related Skyros
would have been prohibitively expensive. On account of all these factors, I felt I
had no choice but to find a stallion of another breed.
I began to look around for some advice and found the inspiring story of Louise
Firouz and the Caspian. To find out more about this small horse, I searched the
internet for more information, and was surprised to see the beauty and elegance of
the Caspian, its fine conformation and more generous height, while it shared the
behaviours and character of the Skyros. Also in the Caspian`s favour in my
deliberations over out-crossing to improve the Skyros, was the likely shared
ancestry of these horses. Both are of the “Horse Type 4” conformation,
characterised by thin skin, large body surface area to body volume ratio and an
overall impression of “filling a square” with the height to withers nearly that of the
torso length. There is also a story that Alexander the Great took a cavalry of the
Skyros when he left Macedonia to conquer Persia around 350BC: perhaps he left a
few behind and they evolved into the Caspian, or maybe he brought some Caspians
home with him to Greece! Anyway, whatever my doubts that I was the first person
to think about a Caspian/Skyros cross, I felt sure that this would be a favourable
first step in the improvement of the latter.

By almost unbelievable coincidence, I then had a phone call from Anna Bergmann.
We didn`t know one another, but we had a friend in common and it was through
Audrey Winch that I later had the pleasure of meeting not only Anna but her
graceful and proud Caspian stud, Bytham
Orient (Fred to his friends). Due to a
paucity of all resources, I had to delay
things, but after a successful cover in
2013, Theodoros, a bay colt, was born to
my Skyros mare, Anastasia, in May this
year (right) a wonderful son for Fred.
I am so pleased with Theo; he is just 3
months old as I write, yet he shows good
bone and is growing vigorously (below).
He has a degree of self-importance (not
unlike his Dad, I understand), appearing to know how special he is; the first step
towards an improved and more desirable
Skyros, thanks to the undoubted advantages
of Caspian blood.
Encouraged with this success, when grazing
allows (hopefully next season) I intend to
ask Anna for a second cover, perhaps with
her other wonderful stud, Bobby Dazzler.
Watch this space! (Footnote: Anastasia and
Theo are the featured equines during
November on the Care about Laminitis
page - see article below).

LAMINITIS PROJECT - www.careaboutlaminitis.org.uk
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The Royal Veterinary College, in collaboration with the Animal Health Trust, are
looking to recruit over 3,000 horse and pony owners for a web-based study. This
World Horse Welfare-funded research project requires the help of British horse
and pony owners to actively contribute to research, with a goal of improving the
health and welfare of equines nationwide.
All horses and ponies can take part, regardless of their age, breed, use or
past/present health status, and even if they have never had laminitis. Not only can
you keep a monthly “diary” for your horse or pony, but you can help researchers
discover more about equine laminitis and how to prevent it by enrolling one or
more of your animals today! For more information and to register, visit the
website.
DANICA POLLARD, PhD Student. Animal Health Trust, Newmarket.

MY BEST EVER BIRTHDAY PRESENT!
Pam Waddington Muse
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I’ve just come back from a lovely ride in autumn sunshine with a couple of friends.
So - what’s so special about that, you may wonder? Well, I’m an adult
(admittedly, of slender build) - and my
mount was Wallingfen Dorellen, who
stands around 12.2 hands on her unshod
hooves. And I may be a grown-up, but I
am not experienced when it comes to
training young horses, so I am very
grateful that my first attempt at breaking
was with this amenable and intelligent
Caspian.
Dorellen was born on my birthday four
years ago and has lived a fairly sheltered
life so far with her mum and a lodger horse, who is her best friend. I was lucky
enough to be on the scene around fifteen minutes after she arrived in the world.
She found her hooves in no time, gradually growing into an enquiring little
creature with a propensity for mischief, but never for bad behaviour. Being handled
so much from the start meant that everything I did was accepted as just another of
the funny things these human creatures get up to. I was in the habit of leaning over
her even when she was tiny, and I threw all kinds of things on her back, some of
which she found more acceptable than others (plastic bags were problematical at
first!). Nevertheless, I considered it to be quite a challenge to back her, and I don’t
suppose I would have found it such an easy matter if it had not been for the help of
my friends Helen, Aaliyah and Frankie.
At the beginning of this year, we began with harness. Although she was not keen
on having her girth tightened, having a bit in her mouth never seemed to bother her
– indeed, she played with it happily. Helen long-reined her in the paddock, getting
her used to changes of direction and (most importantly!) stopping when asked to
do so. Then we took her out, again with Helen long-reining and me aboard Helen’s
horse, Breeze. Once again, there were surprisingly few problems.
The picture of Aaliyah leaning
over Dorellen’s back shows that
both of them were pretty laid back
about this manoeuvre – but would
having legs astride her spook her?
It was up to me to find out. I could
hardly expect Helen to oblige,
since large hunters are more her
style, and my two other friends
were only ten. So, I jubilantly took
my first steps round the stable yard
on Dorellen and managed not to

wobble off her narrow back or over her short neck.
The first picture shows the pair of us after our first ride out, a red-letter day indeed!
I was on a lead-rein at first, with Breeze and Helen providing the ballast, but an
unexpected turnabout from Dorellen, which trussed me up like a turkey, quickly
taught me that I was better off going it alone! And in this manner Dorellen and I
have continued, very amicably, ever since.
Caspian horses never cease to amaze me. They are hardy, sensible, willing,
affectionate and remarkably strong. So if you’re light and not too tall, don’t leave
your Caspians to be decorative in the field – get out on them and show the world
how great they are!

PADDINGTON’S DIARY
September 2014 – Autumn Equinenox!
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A big HELLO to my friends!
It will soon be goodbye to Summer. Autumn begins on September 23 rd, when it
will be the autumnal equinox, the time when day and night are of equal length. I
have enjoyed this year’s fine weather but not the number of flies.
Best of all though, were the BBQ’s held
here. I soon decided that, without a
personal invitation, the only way I could
join in was to INVADE!
One particular occasion springs to mind.
The leftovers were taken into the house and
I thought I’d help myself to some. I trotted
through the open gate, up the steps,
through the back door and into the kitchen.
Good, no-one about! A quick nose around
the table sent some sauce bottles flying and
a couple of apples landed on the floor. I
munched those up and took a few more out
of the bowl. I then felt sorry for a lonely
bread roll and had that too. It was at that
moment that my Mum appeared and
……..this is how it’s done!
seemed to think I shouldn’t be there! She
quite manhandled me out, down the steps
and back to my pals. I really think she over-reacted! She says I’ve been ‘naughty’
but Pat, my old Mum, calls me ‘clever’. I’m happy with that!
Enjoy some Autumn riding and keep those greedy ponies away from windfall
apples. (Look who’s talking!)
Love Paddington.

OUR YOUNG CASPIAN FANS
(Sent in by Emy Randall)
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THE REASON I LOVE MONACH
FARM
By Isabel Harrison, aged 7
When I wake up on Saturday morning, I
am so excited because I am going horse
riding. When I get to the stable, Danni
will say “Good morning” to me. I go to
get my hat and boots on while Mummy
and Daddy go to the office to find out
which pony I am on.
I have only ridden Lucy three times but
she is my favourite pony. I also like
Minnie and Swallow. When I’m on Lucy
I feel so happy I could just burst!
It makes me so happy when I can do little
jumps in my lesson.

Casper (Bytham Churchill) is a muchloved member of the Monach Farm
family now.

When I finish I give my pony a big pat to
say thank you for letting me ride you, then
I take both feet out of my stirrups and
jump off.

In the morning I am never calm
Because I’m going to Monach Farm.
Casper is my favourite pony.
When I’m not with him I am lonely.
I’m so happy to get on his back
And sit in his saddle, which is part of
his tack.
I’ve learnt to walk and trot and do jumps
It makes me laugh when Casper trumps!
When my lesson is finished I want to
do more,
It’s much more exciting than being on
the floor.
The horses sleep in the straw and eat all
their hay
I wish I could ride them all
EVERY DAY!

I like being able to take Lucy back to her
stable. I really like carrying her tack even
though it’s really heavy. I normally say
goodbye to Pepsi and Pickles because
they are so cute. I always say goodbye to
Puff if he has his head out because he is
awesome.
I like the people that work there. I really
like the horses that live there and I LOVE
riding.
(Sorry we don’t have a picture of Lucy Locket,
Isabel – perhaps you could take one of her for
another time? Vicki and Liz)

MONACH FARM POEM
By Poppy Harrison, aged 8

I’mwe
sorry
wepress,
don’tPONY
have a photo
of Lucy
As
go to
RACING
(recently featured in Horse and Hound) is due
to take place with Dartmoor Hill Ponies on 23 rd November at Exeter Racecourse.
Their sizes range between 11-13 hands high and they will be ridden by children.
Caspians are already racing very successfully in Sweden. Do we have any young
jockeys prepared to try it out here in the UK? Could be a job for either pure or
part-breds. Visit www.exeter.thejockeyclub.co.uk for more information.

HORSES IN WAR

Vicki Shortis
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100 years ago, the 28th July was the start of the First World War. Horses played a
major part.
For centuries the horse has been essential in war, carrying and pulling man and
equipment. Horses were first conscripted into armies sometime between 2000 and
1000 BC when a nomad tribe called the Hyksos invented a primitive form of
chariot which could be drawn by a horse. Darius the Great used small horses for
his lion hunts, (believed to be the Caspian). No doubt the same horses were used in
warfare. Sadly, he was defeated by Alexander.
In 5th century AD, Roman
supremacy was toppled by the Huns, terrifying hoards who thundered in on their
small stocky horses (could some have been Caspians?!) burning, looting and
terrorising all before them. The secret of their success, besides being inspired
horsemen, was that they introduced a new invention - the saddle. Made of
wood and covered in hide, it kept the weight off the horse's backbone by resting on
either side. Even more important, the saddle had two stirrups, which allowed the
rider to use all kinds of weapons.
Horses, along with other animals, endured much hardship and perished in their
thousands, often from starvation, cold and exhaustion, or because, through
ignorance, they were not looked after properly. With the coming of the motor car
and bicycle, the horse population had dwindled to such an extent that when war
was declared in 1914 there was a huge dearth of suitable animals. Tillings, the
London Bus Company who were already converting to horseless carriages, made a
fortune selling many horses to the army. Later, farmers in America,
Argentina, Canada and Australia grew rich exporting horses to the allies.
But one of the cruellest ordeals for private owners in this country was when their
family pets were called up. You couldn't explain to a horse why he was being sent
away. One of the reasons the Germans lost World War 1 was because they ran
out of horses. The Allies gained control of
We didn't know much about it.
the seas, and prevented their enemy
We thought they’d all come back.
importing remounts. Many thousands of
But off they were all taken,
horses perished during the First World War.
White and brown and black.
Most that survived never returned home to
Cart and cab and carriage,
England.
Wagon and brake and dray,
Happily, in France some of those that
Went out at the call of duty
survived the war did return home. One horse
And we watched them go away.
owned by a Bedfordshire farmer had been
All of their grieving owners
called up, to his master’s great distress. Two
Led them along the lane
years later he was returned to England,
Down the hill to the station
unbeknown to his old master and sold to yet
And saw them off by train.
another Bedfordshire farmer. One night
his first master heard a clattering of hoofs in
They must be back by Christmas
the middle of the night. Looking out, he saw
And won’t we give them a feed!
his old friend poking his head over the gate,
(From an R.S.P.C.A. Anthology sold to
raise money for wounded horses)
demanding to be let in.

20.000 horses were sold in Egypt and endured much hardship. In 1930 Dorothy
Brooke went to live in Cairo and was horrified to see the virtual skeletons of
British and Australian horses. She set about rescuing as many as she could and so
founded the Brooke Hospital for horses.
(Extracts taken from ‘Animals in War’ by Jilly Cooper)
The book 'Warrior', by Jack Seely, was reviewed in the Autumn/Winter magazine
2011. Earlier this year Warrior was posthumously awarded the animal VC (The
Dickens Medal) in recognition of his gallantry during the First World War. It was
accepted by General Jack Seely's grandson, Brough Scott, at the Imperial War
Museum in London.

A FEW TIPS TO GET YOU THROUGH THE WINTER
Penny Walster
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* Put lots of layers on your horse. Thin layers underneath are easily cleaned when
greasy with a quick wash/dry and back on! Thin layers on top are easier to clean
and replace.
* Rugs should be checked and readjusted daily.
* Never turn a horse out onto frosty grass on an empty tummy, give a feed first.
* Plastic sledges are great for getting that hay out to the fields in snow.
* Keep lock de-icer either in your car or somewhere not behind the actual lock!
* Cover padlocks in a plastic bag to stop them freezing.
* Wrap taps in straw and bags to insulate against freezing.
* Buy enough hay-nets to last the week and fill them all on a Sunday!
* A brick in an empty carrot bag can be used to break ice on troughs.
* Sacrifice a turnout area for the winter and save the rest of your grazing.
* Stock up on salt for those slippery areas, before the shops are empty.
* When riding, just brush the tack areas - mud keeps your horse warm.
* Baby oil brushed through your horse’s tail will help mud to hose out.
* Fill your horse’s hooves with Vaseline to stop them balling with snow.
* When riding, take longer to warm up and cool down your horse.
* Feed a diet rich in fibre to help keep your horse warm from the inside out.
* Most important! Keep spare gloves everywhere! In the yard, in your car,
anywhere you might need them!!!
* Float a football in water tanks and bubble wrap tank to help prevent freezing.
* Remember - a dripping tap rarely freezes!

THE CASPIAN WELFARE FUND
The CHS Caspian Welfare was established in 2013 to help rescue Caspians in
current and future welfare cases: your contact is Ruth Staines. We welcome any
contributions to the fund – please write cheques to Caspian Horse Society, write
‘Welfare Fund’ on the reverse and sent it to Ruth (address on inside front of this
magazine).

THE EXCITING BEGINNING OF EQUINE ESSENTIAL OILS
Liz Pope - EQUIOIL (Equine Essential Oils Ltd.)
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I would like to introduce you to Equine Massage oils, a totally new, exciting idea
for helping your horse using aromatherapy. Massaging your horse is not just for
professionals - your horses will love the time you spend bonding with them.
Fiona had been looking into the idea of launching a massage oil, using pure
essential oils produced especially for horses. She had researched the homeopathic
benefits that different essential oils can offer and eventually came up with four
oils; lavender, which helps calm the horse and is a natural fly repellent; carrot seed
and tea tree mixed together, which helps relieve bites, sweet itch or mites and
peppermint, which helps with arthritis and muscle tightness. Each oil has special
qualities which can really improve your horse’s condition and obviously give a
better riding experience - all the better for me, as I need all the help I can get!
Fiona tried different base oils to blend with the essential oils and decided on sweet
almond oil, which is very light and quickly absorbed into the skin, so it doesn’t
leave an oily residue.
I thought that it was a really great idea. I said that if we decided to launch the
massage oil, we should go for it 110%, and we have done. Pure essential oils are
absorbed into plastic and gradually lose all their essential properties so plastic
bottles were out. Glass bottles are used for essential oils we buy ourselves, but of
course glass bottles were out. Fiona found aluminium bottles –a little expensive to
buy but perfect for equine essential oils. We wanted to offer a natural product,
which can be expensive but we decided our customers would appreciate us not
compromising on any part of the product. The next part was what to call the
massage oils. Fiona came up with the idea to call them EQUIOIL which says it all.
We set about trade-marking our name, which has taken time, perseverance and
effort; but we got there in the end. We have a product, a product name and the
bottles to sell it in.
How to introduce this new concept? Fiona found a company to produce samples
for us in a Snap and Squeeze sample
package. They kindly offered to do a small
run just for us (small for them – large for us)
and so we had 5,000 samples made of the
Lavender Equine Essential Oil. These
provide a great opportunity to try the oils on
your horse and see for yourself the calming
benefits that lavender Equioil can bring.
One lady from a show told us she put the
lavender Equioil on her horse just before she
went into the ring and the horse was much
calmer. How fantastic was that!
Fiona and I attend many shows throughout the year - they are hard work but great
fun. We have enjoyed meeting everyone and love the enthusiastic comments about

Equioils. We have a Facebook page where you can comment about the product
and love to read about the success people have had. We are going from strength to
strength and our range now includes a Chamomile Roman shampoo, Carrot Seed &
Tea Tree hoof-oil and natural herbal horse treats. Try our different Equioils and
see for yourself the improvement in your horse, as other customers have.
Do please visit our website. You can read about us and view a video about
massaging your horse using Equioil. There is a list of all our products to buy online and all the shows we are going to this year. Come along and visit us - we
would love to meet you and talk horses.
www.horseoil.co.uk

BOOK REVIEWS.
‘HIGH HORSES’ by John Labouchere: This is an Andean adventure, following
in A.F.Tschiffely’s footsteps. I have recently reread this book as I so much
enjoyed it the first time. It is a true story, very moving and gripping at times,
especially when having to get his three horses over a rope and plank bridge with
some planks missing. My heart was in my mouth!! I recommend reading this,
especially if contemplating such a trip!
‘100 USES FOR BALER TWINE’ by Frank Rennie, is a useful little booklet and
a great stocking filler, available from Amazon.
For a Competition using baler twine, see page 32.

*BITS AND PIECES*
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ON-LINE: Please remember to do it via
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
It will cost you no more, but CHS will receive a
donation from the company you shop with.
WORLD HORSE WELFARE is promoting a new board game, 'The Journey to
Happiness', designed to show supporters how many steps it takes to nurse one
horse
back
to
full
health
after
being
neglected.
Available
from www.worldhorsewelfare.org
RHYTHM BEADS FOR HORSES: Well, there is always something to buy for
your horse! Rhythm beads & bells look lovely and the bells will jingle in time
with your horse, giving you a quick indication of whether he is sound and
balanced. It is said that spooky horses can be calmed using bells as they are giving
a constant, reassuring sound. There is more information on www.
equinewhispers.co.uk/about beads

*ATYPICAL MYOPATHY CLAIMS MORE HORSES’ LIVES*
Horse & Hound, 24th October: Be aware of signs of this fatal and rapid-onset
disease, which include dark urine, colic-like signs, muscle-weakness, trembling
and sweating. Sycamore seeds and leaves are now thought to be the culprits.

RECIPE

31

Easy Salmon and/or Tuna Mousse – Liz Webster
This surprisingly tasty fish mousse has been much appreciated at the last two CHS
AGMs and is a family favourite. It is very simple and quick to make as it uses
tablespoons to measure and you don’t have to be highly accurate! I usually make
two mixes while I’m at it, which will fill two loaf tins, one to eat and one for
freezing. You can make one of each flavour, or alternate the layers in each tin.
Fills one loaf tin:
3 tbsp. (45 ml) water
1 sachet (12 gr) gelatine
1 tbsp. (15 ml) lemon juice
Salt and Pepper to taste

10 tbsp. (150 ml) mayonnaise
212 g can of salmon (or tuna) in brine
10 tbsp. (150 ml) double cream
(Optional) prawns or flaked crab

Put water and lemon juice in a small saucepan, sprinkle gelatine over and warm
gently to melt gelatine. Mix well and cool slightly.
Put mayonnaise, salmon/tuna (including liquid from tin), salt and pepper into food
mixer, and run until smooth, pouring in cool dissolved gelatine mixture while
motor is running.
Stop mixer and add cream. Mix briefly to disperse. Fold in optional prawns or
flaked crab at this stage (do not use mixer).
Wet tin and shake off surplus moisture. Pour in mixture and level off.
Leave to set for several hours in fridge before turning out. Decorate with lemon
and cucumber to serve.
To freeze: wrap well and use within two or three months.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WRITE FOR ‘THE CASPIAN’?
We’d love to hear from you! Please remember the following requirements Text: Send your editorial in Word (not pdf) so it can be manipulated. Restrict it
to 500 words maximum, (slightly less if you send a photograph) unless
requested to write more. We may need to edit or précis your submission.
Photographs: Please email photographs as jpegs, in original size if you can.
Ensure the quality is as good as possible and send it as an attachment - we can
reduce and crop it as required, without losing clarity. (We can also crop and
slightly enhance most home-scanned historical photographs).
Send all submissions to vshortis@sizzel.net & lizwebster08@gmail.com
DEADLINES: 1st April (Spring/Summer) & 1st October (Autumn/Winter).
Several weeks of work lie between receiving your article and sending you the
finished magazine. We can stretch the deadline to 15th of April and 15th October
if we must, but otherwise it is hard for the type-setter (Liz!) to deliver the
magazine on time. We need your input, so please keep sending it in, but help us
to meet our deadlines! Thank you!
Liz and Vicki

PUZZLE PAGE
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WORDSEARCH
Find the words below, reading up, down, backwards, sideways and diagonally!
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SAPPHIRE, SKYROS, SUFFOLK, WALLINGFEN
COMPETITION –What do you do with your BALER TWINE?
I stuff my baler twine into feed sacks and take any opportunity to give it away. It
does have many uses. Make a hay-net or doormat. I would love to see it used in a
more artistic, creative way. Lots of long winter evenings lie ahead - perhaps you
could come up with a unique use for baler twine?
Send a photo of your creation by 1st April 2015, to be judged by CHS Council.
I will pay for a year’s free membership to CHS for the best creation.
Vicki.

WEBWISE - USEFUL CONTACTS
www.laminitisclinic.org This is a very informative and helpful site for anyone
with a laminitis problem.
www.sweet-itch.com For useful advice and information to help overcome Sweet
Itch.
www.grasssickness.org Hopefully you will never come across this problem, but
it’s worth visiting this site to learn more about this very distressing disease.
www.ragwort-ulk.com www.ragwort.com Two sites for advice about ragwort.
www.yourhorseshealth.com/health_care/colic For help with colic. (Note:
health_care)
www.bhs.org.uk The BHS site covers a wide range of issues affecting horse and
rider and related subjects on a daily basis.
www.riding-for-disabled.org.uk Where disabled people can obtain information.
www.pcuk.org The site where you can learn all about the Pony Club in the UK.
www.nntta.co.uk A useful site if you tow a trailer. Ever wondered where you
could find the spare part you urgently need, or needed some advice on how to tow
a trailer?
www.stolenhorseregister.com Tel: 0870 870 7107
Contact the Stolen Horse Register.

Horse stolen/missing?

www.talkaboutlaminitis.co.uk offer a voucher for free ACTH blood test to
diagnose Cushing's Disease, lab fees are covered but you pay vet call out charge.
www.newc.co.uk (National Equine Welfare Council) Works to protect horses,
ponies, donkeys and mules and helps raise equine welfare standards nationwide.
www.caspianhorsesociety.org.uk Our own website with associated links, now
updated with more photographs and information.
www.caspianhorses.org The website of the International Caspian Society. There
is a lot of information here, plus links to other sites. If anyone would like to add a
link, contact the Registrar, Kay Taplin <icsregistrar@hotmail.com>
This site enables e-registration by national Registrars.
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