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THE *50 TH ANNIVERSARY* CALENDAR IS NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

With your help, this Limited Edition, self-funded Calendar will raise funds to set up the  
CASPIAN GENE BANK.  It features Caspians in many countries, stunningly photographed by Colin Barker.    

The presentation of a Calendar has been accepted by His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh. 
 

2016 is not far away - this wonderful project needs your support now!  
Buy the poster-sized Calendar as a superb and unique Christmas present for someone you love... 

ΧǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ όŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƳŜ-able) prints with friends. 
 

VISIT www.caspianproductions.co.uk to see the VIDEO, hear actor 
MARTIN CLUNES ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ PREVIEW and BUY the CALENDAR!  

 

THE CASPIAN 
 MAGAZINE OF THE CASPIAN HORSE SOCIETY 

 

AUTUMN/WINTER 2015 

άDecember in Swedenέ      Photo by Colin Barker 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUEé 

The 4
th

 International Caspian Conference at Rasht, Iran 

The Breed Show at Anzali 

Ashby Show Results 

News from Breeders and Owners é and much more! 

 

STOP PRESS! 

http://www.caspianproductions.co.uk/
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This 50
th
 Anniversary Year has been an eventful one for 

the Society, even though we were only able to make an 
appearance with our stand at one show, Ashby, where 
we also hold our annual Caspian classes. However, 
members old and new were out and about with their 
Caspians, at shows, driving competitions and endurance 
rides (reports in the magazine). 

The event of the year was, of course, the International 
Caspian Conference hosted by the Equestrian 
Federation of Iran in early September. A number of 
members attended and it was good to meet Caspian 
enthusiasts from Sweden, Netherlands, Belgium, USA, 
Canada, Oman and of course, Iran. The hospitality was 
second to none and the enthusiasm for the breed in its 
native country was wonderful to see. The Breed Show 
had around 80 entries, of a generally high standard. 

Talks ranged from a photographic tribute to Louise, 
through registration matters and stallion licensing to 
genetic research and artificial insemination. We were 
also treated to trips after the lectures in the Gilan 
Province (on the Southern shores of the Caspian Sea) 
where the host town of Rasht is situated. We only 
encountered two problems ς too much food and too 
little time for much-needed discussions with the 
delegates. 

Brenda is now working with the Registrar in Iran on the 
inevitably lengthy procedure of identifying Caspians for 
inclusion in the Iranian Stud Book. 

Finally, the eagerly anticipated Caspian Calendar is now 
on sale from www.caspianproductions.co.uk  The launch 
was held at Asia House in Mayfair, London, hosted by 
the Iranian Heritage Foundation. It was attended by CHS 
members from UK and Europe, guests from the 
equestrian and veterinary worlds and many Iranians. It 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LICΩǎ /9h 5Ǌ WƻƘn Curtis (late of 
the British Museum where he co-curated the exhibition 
on the horse in 2012).  Liz Webster gave a brief history 
of the Caspian over the last 50 years and Farokh 
explained both the concept and the purpose of the 
Calendar.  Guests were then treated to an  exhibition of 
the stunning photographs produced for the calendar by 
Colin Barker. 
 

It is hard to describe the amount of intricate work that 
has gone into this calendar and it has to be seen to be 
believed 
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It will make a very special 
Christmas present, which 
can be treasured for 
many years to come, as it 
has been designed so that 
each fabulous print can 
be framed to grace your walls. 

As the magazine is just going to press we have heard of 
the sad death of Michael Thomas, who many of you will 
remember as a charming man, always ready to help with 
Caspians.  We send our thoughts and condolences to his 
daughter Naomi and her family at this sad time. 
 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

CO-EDITORS - 
Vicki Shortis and Elizabeth Webster 
 

Another year has flown by!  2015 is the 50th year since 
the Caspian Horse was rediscovered by the late Louise 
Firouz.  For many reasons it has been a memorable year, 
as you will discover as you read through the magazine. 
We have articles from several owners telling us about 
their experiences, which always make interesting 
reading.  

As you will see, there are two important themes in this 
issue ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴΩΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
International Conference and Show.  The first is that 
purchasing an Anniversary Calendar will hugely help to 
preserve the Caspian breed and the second is that 
producing working, schooled and performing Caspians 
is our best way into a rewarding market for breeders. 
The economic recession has reduced the number of 
foals being bred recently, so now that the Calendar has 
opened the doorway, we urgently need Caspians ready 
to meet demand!!! 

LǘΩǎ ǎŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
previous version of the magazine, but we hope you will 
like the new A4 layout via email. We hope you will agree 
that the money saved on print and postage can be 
better spent on greater promotion of the Caspian.  For 
those without access to emails, or who request a printed 
copy, we will be happy to print and post it to you.  Either 
way, to make sure that you get your magazines and 
newsletters, please ensure that Pat Bowles has your 

CONTENTS 
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http://www.caspianproductions.co.uk/
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current postal and email addresses. LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘra-big 
issue this time, with much exciting news to tell you! 

Your editors would love to hear from you if you have 
any contributions, which would be of benefit to the 
Caspian Horse, for inclusion in the Spring issue. 

We wish members a very Happy Christmas and a healthy 
New Year. To Caspian owners - we hope you have lots of 
success and fun with your Caspian - and please 
remember to take your camera and let us know about it! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

w9DL{¢w!wΩ{ w9thw¢ - Ruth Staines 
 

I am about to register two colt foals and a filly in UK, a 
filly from Belgium, and a filly and part bred colt in the 
Netherlands. Three stallions in the Netherlands have 
gained licences. 

The CHS is now the ONLY DEFRA recognised Caspian 
Society in UK and the only UK society to be eligible for 
listing in the International Caspian Stud Book. It now 
manages passports issued by the Caspian Breed Society.   

I urge breeders to check the Rules and Regulations 
(which can be found on the website) and to use up-to- 
date forms for registration, passports, transfers and 
stallion licences ς which I can supply on request, as EU 
Rules and Regulations change from time to time, 
especially post horse meat scandal. For example, next 
year the ID form for the passport application may 
change to comply with a new passport layout. Please 
contact me BEFORE you act! It may prevent many of the 
problems which can arise with incorrect paperwork. 

I feel the X section of the CHS and ICS Studbooks needs 
explanation. This was brought about when EU 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ΨǇǳǊŜ ōǊŜŘΩ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
entered in their breed register, even if they were not 
bred according to the society rules.  CHS and ICSB rules 
require a stallion to be licensed before covering a mare.  
If this is not the case, even if the stallion subsequently 
receives a licence the resulting foal and all its progeny 
will be placed in the X register, with an X shown before  
its registration number. Appeals may only be made in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Pat Bowles MBE 
 

We have gained fourteen new CHS members this year, 
our best intake yet!  We extend a warm CHS welcome to 
you all!  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅou at a 
Caspian event in 2016.  CHS   now   has   well   over   100  

 

 

 

members!  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
because a few people have still not adjusted their 
Standing Orders to pay on 1

st
 April each year ς so if this 

applies to you, I would be most grateful if you could see 
to that straight away to save us administrative 
problems.  

If you have merely forgotten to send payment for your 
2015 subscription, I look forward to receiving it as soon 
as possible! We would like to keep sending you our 
newsletters and magazines, so we really hope you will 
want to stay with us and keep supporting the Caspian! 
 

 

¢w9!{¦w9wΩ{ w9thw¢ - John Sansome 
 

The Society always needs to raise funds and the great 
new intake of members certainly helps.  As we are a 
charity, it also increases the possibility of raising more 
for CHS via Gift Aid.  So, once again, if you are a UK tax-
payer, please make sure you have given us permission to 
apply for it in your name.  If you need a form I can send 
it to you, or please complete the Gift Aid form when you 
join CHS and thank you for supporting the Caspian 
Horse.   
 

The website easyfundraising.org.uk is another easy way 
ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ /I{Φ  [ƛƪŜ DƛŦǘ !ƛŘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀ 
penny extra.  Just go through their website when you 
buy from most well-known retailers on the internet. 
 

SECRETARYΩS REPORT - Angela Davies 
 

I took on the role of temporary Secretary in October 14 
and following the death of Rosemary Harris, I was 
nominated as CHS Company Secretary and elected to 
this role at the AGM in May.  Most of this year has been 
taken up by meeting our Council members, accustoming 
myself to how CHS does its business and finding ways to 
improve communication with members through the 
latest technology. 
 

I have been working with Pat Bowles and Ruth Staines to 
create a new database for memberships and helping to 
amend the Constitution, following votes taken among 
CHS members at the AGM.  This has involved 
correspondence with the Charities Commission.  I have 
also met a few of our general members and very much 
enjoyed being present at the AGM and the Launch of 
the Anniversary Calendar in London in early October. 

 

 

 

(For those who wish to print out and keep the Caspian 

magazine in A4 size, Ryman Stationery (office suppliers), 

sell the ideal binder. The covers are clear, strong plastic 

and the hinge side has a central clip.  Pull this out to place 

your pages in and then push the clip back to bind them.  No 

holes to be punched!  They cost £1.89, ref. 0499030830 

and will hold up to 30 pages.  (Visit www.ryman.co.uk to 

obtain from the internet.  For free delivery there is a 

minimum order value.)     Liz 

 

Both our NEWSLETTER and MAGAZINE are now sent 

out to members by email.  If you have not received  

one,  or  know of  somebody  else who did not receive 

one, please contact pat.bowles@btinternet.com to 

make sure that we have your current email address.  

Those without email will receive the magazine by post.  

Archived copies of past newsletters and magazines can 

be seen on our website. 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Caspian Horse Society.  No part of the magazine may be copied or 
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Caspian Horse Society. Under the Data Protection Act (1984), members should 
be aware that their details may be held on computer in accordance with the Act. This information will be used for circulating Society material 

and the compilation of member lists and is not released to outside organisations. 

 

http://www.ryman.co.uk/
mailto:pat.bowles@btinternet.com
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015 

The Annual General Meeting for 2015 was held on 
Sunday 17

th
 May at Long Close Gardens, Woodhouse 

Eaves, Leicestershire, by kind invitation of Mr 
John OaklandΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ garden is a National Gardening 
Club favourite. He maintains the garden virtually single-
handed and generously opens it for charity in summer. 

 

 
Long Close Gardens.  Photo by Elizabeth Webster 

In the official business, John Sansome was again voted in 
as temporary Treasurer and  Angela Davies was voted in 
as our new Company Secretary. 
 

Amendments to the Constitution included matters 
concerning Trustees, passed at the 2000 AGM and 
agreed with the Charities Commission but not 
incorporated into the Articles, plus the use of electronic 
notification to members.  All were passed unanimously. 
 

In her /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ Report, Ruth Staines lamented the 
deaths of five notable breeders in the last year. She 
spoke of the 50

th
 Anniversary since Louise found the 

Caspian and the International Conference and Calendar 
which will mark the occasion.   Our magazine would now 
be emailed to members to save funds for other 
promotion and our website had been redesigned and 
now carried far more information and photographs of 
the Caspian. Members had been showing their Caspians 
and CHS expected to take the stand to three shows this 
summer. 
 

On breeding - two more foundation bloodlines had been 
added from stock imported to Hungary.   Henden and 
Lanhill Studs had closed. CHS is now the only DEFRA 
approved Caspian Society in the UK and officially 
administers passports issued by the Caspian Breed 
Society.  She was pleased that more foals were due this 
summer in both UK and Europe, as little breeding had 
been done during the financial recession.   
 

The Constitution was being over-hauled and updated.  
Our Patron, Ateshe Firouz-Larsson, was warmly thanked 
for organising the Conference in Iran, as was Brenda 
Dalton for her unceasing work for the International 
Caspian Society.  The members of CHS Council were 
praised for their hard work for CHS. Lastly, John 
Sansome was thanked for continuing to stand in as 
Treasurer while we look for his replacement and Angela 
Davies was welcomed as our new Secretary. 
 

Questions from the floor dealt with the financial 
provisions required for the proposed Sperm Bank and 
the serious lack of schooled Caspians available to meet  
 

the increased interest now being shown. 
 

Council members provided a delicious buffet lunch for 
the sixteen members and guests.  After lunch, guest 
speaker Dr Mim Bower gave a fascinating talk on 
Ψ!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ 5b! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƛstory of Horse Husbandry in 
/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǎƛŀΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ gave us Caspian enthusiasts a new 
understanding of its place in equine development. 
 

Sadly, little time remained to walk around the gardens, 
not least because by then it was raining, but they 
were hugely admired by those who did. 
 

 

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE 
TUNNEL 

Ashby Show, by Janet Dedicoat 
 

The morning of Ashby Show 2015 filled me with dread. 
The weather was horrid, so different to last year. We 
had competitors and helpers travelling huge distances to 
support this annual gathering for Caspian Horse owners 
to exhibit their stock, at a show that is still new to the 
breed. Our numbers are always small, but the 
Committee of Ashby Show is helpful and encouraging, 
irrespective of our entries.  

This year the entries were promising across the board, 
with much to look forward to - an opportunity for like-
minded people to meet and chat about Caspians.  But 
would they look at the weather and decide to give it a 
miss? Who could blame them? 

I got my yard ship-shape and our two Caspians ready to 
travel. The rain was horizontal and so heavy that I could 
hardly cross the yard to the lorry with the stallion.  He 
dug his toes in defiantly against going anywhere, 
completely out of character. After a short battle I 
thought better of it and loaded the little Darkhorse waif, 
who was happy to oblige.  As Show Secretary, I had vital 
paperwork and needed to be on the showground, 
hoping that others would turn up.   

I set off for Ashby. With the windscreen wipers barely 
clearing the water, we battled up the motorway against 
aquaplaning vehicles and traffic hold-ups. Then the 
ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΧǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŎŀƳŜ 
out and the rest is history. 

 

A Shetland competitor shelters from the early rain at the CHS 
stand, with Mr John Oakland, Liz Webster and John Sansome.   

Photo by Ruth Staines. 
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A wonderful display of horses, exhibitors from near and 
far and well-supported classes!  There was plenty of 
variety for our judge, Mr Ian Woodward, who had to 
work hard to select his prize winners. To have more 
variety in the ring was so interesting and rewarding.  
Mr Woodward is an experienced Arab and Caspian 
judge.  He had a different view as to what he was 
looking for and gave the reasons why he placed each 
horse - refreshing ideas, different opinions. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Shere with her Champion mare Edcombe Cassima, 

Darkhorse Inshalla in the background.   Photo by Ruth Staines 
 

I feel that all those who braved the elements had a 
wonderful show, with a great atmosphere, lots to chat 
about and a chance to have their stock judged by an 
experienced international eye. Well worth the effort.  
Keep supporting.   Upwards and onwards for 10/7/2016! 
 

RESULTS FROM ASHBY SHOW 
Judge: Mr Ian Woodward 

 

Licensed Caspian Stallion/Gelding: 

1. Runnymede Felfel (Penny Walster) 
2. Kineton Khoja (Nichola Waddicor) 
3. Bytham Justin Time (Penny Walster) 
4. Revilo Jericho (Rebecca Mann) 

Caspian Mare/Brood Mare/Mare with Foal at Foot: 

1. Edcombe Cassima (Rachel Shere) 
2. Lanhill Antimay (Angela Leadbetter) 
3. Lanhill Alima (Harry Thirlby) 
4. Edcombe Amethyst (Rosie Mann) 

Part-Bred Caspian, any Sex/Age: 

1. Bytham Lindsay (Penny Walster) 
2. Edcombe Asparag (Rebecca Mann) 

Ridden Pure or Part-Bred Caspian, any Age/Sex: 

1. Kineton Khoja (Nichola Waddicor) 
2. Darkhorse Inshallah (Olwen and Lizzie Sales) 

Champion: Edcombe Cassima (R Shere) 

Reserve Champion: Runnymede Felfel (P Walster) 
Best Turned Out: Bytham Lindsay (P Walster) 
Best Young Rider: Lizzie Sales, 10 years old 

Best Young Handler: Ruby Roden (9 years old) 
 

 

Congratulations to you all! 

Tell Helen Thirlby where youôll be showing- 
you could qualify for a Highest Placed Caspian 
Rosette! (Two weeksô notice needed please) 

 

PERFORMANCE POINTS WINNER 

2015 
 

Our winner this year is 
RACHEL SHERE, whose 
lovely 8 yr old bay mare, 
EDCOMBE CASSIMA, has 
earned 93 points for her 
performance at four shows 
and events this year!  Her 
score was much boosted by 
her Championship win at 
Ashby, which earns double 
points. Cassie is by Henden  
Noah out of Henden Morgantina. 
 

 

In 2
nd

 place is bƛŎƘƻƭŀ ²ŀŘŘƛŎƻǊΩǎ KINETON KHOJA, with 
72 points.  Tied in 3

rd
 place are Angela Leadbetter with 

LANHILL ANTIMAY and Olwen Sales with DARKHORSE 
INSHALLAH, (see article by Olwen) who both have 36 
points.   
 

Rachel will be receiving our Points for Performance 
special rosette and sash with our warmest 
congratulations.  Well done to them all for showing off 
their Caspians and promoting the breed! 
 

We would very much like to encourage ς no, exhort! ς 
all our owners to take their Caspians out and about, 
whether pure or part-bred.  Caspians cannot promote 
the breed from a stable or a paddock!  If they are not 
seen at events, preferably being ridden or driven and 
performing as we KNOW they can, nobody will be aware 
of them or willing to buy them for performance. 
 

Remember to get them seen in action wherever possible. 
Let us know where you have been and how you got on.  
We need photographs for the Website Gallery too! 

POINTS CARDS FOR 2016 
Performance Points cards for next year can be obtained 
from Helen Thirlby.  Apply for them in February so you 
ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ 
worth of events with your horse. 
 

Visit the CHS website for more photographs of Ashby 
www.caspianhorsesociety.org 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY, 2016 

January       Winter Council Meeting (Skype) 

March      Spring Council Meeting (Shawell) 

April 1
st
       /ƻǇȅ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴΩ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ 

May ΨaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴ 5ŀȅΩ at Gt. Horwood, 

Bucks., for the Iran Heritage Foundation 

June       ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

July       Summer Council Meeting (Shawell) 

July 10
th
      Caspian Classes ς Ashby Show, Leics. 

October 1
st
  /ƻǇȅ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴΩ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ 

October       Autumn Council Meeting (Shawell) 

Venues, dates and any additional events will be notified 

in the March Newsletter, 2016 and on the website.  
 

Photo by Brenda Dalton 

http://www.caspianhorsesociety.org/
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LETTER FROM THE 
INTERNATIONAL CHAIRMAN  

Brenda Dalton 
 

The Conference in Iran was a great success.  It was 
evident just how seriously the Equestrian Federation are 
taking the revival of the Caspian breed and we were 
surprised at the amount of work that is being carried 
out. 
  

The esteemed photographer Henry Dallal, a friend of the 
Firouz family, and Touran Reddaway, a granddaughter of 
Louise, opened the Conference with a very moving 
photographic exhibition and fiƭƳ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎŜΩ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Also 
taking part were representatives from Cornell 
University, USA, The West Kington Stud, UK, University 
of Gent, Belgium, and various  laboratories, Universities  
and government offices in Iran.  There were also 
speakers on registratƛƻƴΣ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ 
mind and a very well received talk on Caspian 
performance by Margareta Lindahl from Sweden. 
 

 

 
 

Mr Hasan Rokni, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, presents a rug 
to Brenda Dalton, with Ateshe Firouz Larsson and her brother 

Caren.  Photo by Henry Dallal 
 

A large number of horses of Caspian type attended the 
breed show and again it was evident that these had 
been filtered to ensure that only entries from suitable 
animals were entered.  It was encouraging to see the 
improvement in standard of the younger horses, 
particularly the stallions.  It was fitting on this 
50

th
 anniversary that stock bred by the Firouz family 

won the yearling and 4-6 year old stallion classes.  The 
classes were decided on points from three judges. The 
third judge was the renowned Iranian judge, Mr. Babak 
Shaki.  
  

Three assessors were also required to decide on Caspian 
type. The third assessor, Mr. Ebrahimpour, had worked 
with Louise for many years.  It was encouraging that his 
thoughts were similar to those of Elizabeth Webster and 
mine.  A great deal more work now needs to be done. 
  

Thank you to all who sent their good wishes for the 
Conference. I would like to pass on the gratitude of the 
organisers to those who sponsored many parts of the 
event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASPIANS ON DISPLAY 
AT ANZALI   

  Ateshe Firouz-Larsson 
 

Day three of the 4th International Conference of the 
Caspian Horse dawned with much anticipation. For two 
days we had listened to fascinating talks about the 
Caspian, but except for a brief encounter during the 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ live Caspians. Despite a 
late start, the bus transporting the foreign delegates and 
speakers ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǇƛŀƴ .ǊŜŜŘ {Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ 
tŀƎŜŀƴǘΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƪ¢ŀȊ 9ǉǳŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ was positively 
buzzing with excitement. The venue looked stunning in 
the bright sun of the Rasht morning. The stands were 
packed and we were greeted as enthusiastically as we 
had been on previous days. 
 

There were almost 80 
entries on the day and the 
breed show started off 
with the foal class, first of 
nine classes.  A pre-
assessment had been 
carried out to limit the 
number of  entries. 
Furthermore, many of the 
Caspian horses that had 
competed in previous 
breed shows were not 
entered on this day.  

The quality of the entries 
was very high, especially amongst the younger horses. 
This made the judging all the more difficult, especially as 
an assessment of the horses for entry into the stud book 
was being carried out simultaneously.                  
 

The young stock classes drew many crowds and there 
was much excitement among the entries as young studs 
showed their paces.  More than a dozen entries filed 
into the arena for the 2-3 year old males. The handlers 
had a very hard time containing their young 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ, as the 
colts vied for the attention of the crowds. It must have 
been very hard to pick out a winner, given the overall 
quality of the horses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: A few members are Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƭǘŜǊΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ hǊŘŜǊs (and a few with 
cash/cheques too!).  All Annual subscriptions are due each 1

st
 April once you have joined CHS (unless you joined after January 1

st
, in 

which case you can miss that year). We would be grateful if you would now make sure you have paid your 2015 subscription and 
changed your bank arrangements to pay your Standing Order on 1

st
 April as from 2016.  Thanks so much for your support. 

To see an Iranian press presentation on Caspians  click on  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cd87cWqK6L4 

 

The 4-6 year old male class was won by the stallion  
Persian Firouz Rostam, bred by Caren Firouz from  

Kocholoo out of  Maple,  
and  . 

file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/CASPIAN2/MAGAZINES%20&%20NEWSLETTERS/MAGAZINE/AUTUMN%202015/To%20see%20an%20Iranian%20press%20presentation%20on%20Caspians%20%20click%20on%20%20https:/www.youtube.com/watch%3fv=cd87cWqK6L4
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Male Champion was the veteran stallion Bairam, owned 
by TakTaz. The young mare class was also of great 
interest, with many high quality mares.  The Female 
Champion was Mahnaz, owned by Mr. Assemi, who 
recently acquired the last horses of the Khojir breeding 
herd, sold as a result of funding problems. This was the 
herd acquired by the Jehad from Louise Firouz many 
years ago.  When I asked  Mr  Assemi  about his  plans  
for  the Caspians, he replied that he wanted first and 
foremost for the herd to receive proper care.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Caspians    are   being   used   more   than   ever   in  the  
numerous equestrian centres throughout the country. 
Although not organised into any cohesive bodies such as 
pony clubs, a number of riding schools are now 
specialising in teaching children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Many of the issues facing Caspian breeders and owners 
in Iran are familiar ones. Lack of a vibrant market makes 
it very difficult to sustain long-term breeding. There is 
also much that can be done in the way of promoting 
training and care programs, simple veterinary advice 
such as good worming schemes, proper foot care and 
nutrition. Most importantly, the market could be 
stimulated by pony clubs and competitions designed to 

encourage riding on Caspians and ponies in general. This 
would help the new generation of riders tremendously, 
as they would be able to acquire the basics of correct 
horsemanship.   

While the Western countries have grappled with 
economic    crises    and   downsizing   Caspian   breeding  
operations, there is no doubt that there is a renewed 
pride and appreciation of the Caspian in Iran. Perhaps it 
is the international isolation of Iran that has encouraged 
Iranians   to   appreciate   one   of   the   ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ  equine 
treasures and to take steps to ensure that it is preserved 
for generations to come. The Equestrian Federation of 
Iran hosted an event of international calibre, with some 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎǎ 
and reproduction techniques. This is a clear indication 
that they consider the Caspian to be a very important 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜǉǳƛƴŜ ƘŜǊƛǘage.   
 

(Photos 1, 2 & 5 from Touran Reddaway & Ateshe Firouz-
Larsson).  To see the Iranian news coverage of the event, 
visit  http://presstv.ir/Video/2015/09/10/428603/Iran-
anniversary-Caspian-horse-rediscovery 
 

SHIRAZ, PERSEPOLIS,  
ESFAHAN, KASHANé 

Brenda Dalton 
 

 

Ruth Staines, John Sansome and I had chosen to break 
the five hour journey from Rasht to Tehran by re-visiting 
Masouleh, an ancient village on a mountainside in Gilan 
where the roofs of one avenue of shops and houses 
perform the function of road for the next level. Our 
Conference hosts had treated us to a trip to Masouleh at 
the end of the second day, when the lights lent a 
magical appearance to the mountain.  During the 
daytime we saw a different perspective to this quaint 
and ancient village where crystallized fruits, honeycomb, 
herbs and village crafts were displayed in abundance. 
Our tourist status seemed to allow us preferential 
parking, a privilege that our English speaking guides and 
drivers managed to acquire for us many times over the 
next few days. 

          

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again we were warmly welcomed by the local 
people and Iranian tourists alike and this welcome was 
extended throughout our entire visit to the country. 

Our English-speaking driver helped us through check-in 
for the flight to Shiraz, where we found EhsAn, our next 
guide for the journey to the Pars Hotel.  Conference 

Between classes there was also a very moving exhibition 
by Ghazaleh Montazam and her dedicated team working 

with Caspians and disabled children. 

 

 

Masouleh mountain village 

There were good entries for the Young Mare class. 

Photo by Nanda Smit-le-Poole 

At the start of the breed show, the young riders of the 
Taktaz Equestrian Centre took their mounts through 

their paces.     Photo©Caren Firouz 

 

http://presstv.ir/Video/2015/09/10/428603/Iran-anniversary-Caspian-horse-rediscovery
http://presstv.ir/Video/2015/09/10/428603/Iran-anniversary-Caspian-horse-rediscovery
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business kept us up until after 11 p.m.  EhsAn was still 
hard at work. 

We had arranged an early morning start to Persepolis to 
ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ 
on the vast elevated platform that supports the complex 
of halls and palaces of Takht-e-Jamshid as it is known in 
Iran.  It felt quite surreal and emotive for me, having 
intended to visit Persepolis with Louise.  

 

 

EhsAn was joined by Maryam, whose detailed 
description of the many stone reliefs meant that, 
although it was difficult to take it all in during one visit, 
we could almost breathe the grandeur and history of the 
ancient Palace.  The remains of seating from the 
Celebrations of 2,500 years of the Peacock Throne were 
still visible, as was the white stone that evidenced the 
fire started by Alexander the Great. Our main focus was 
the grand Apadana Staircase depicting the tribute 
bearers, whose gifts included what Louise believed was 
the Caspian horse.  In fact we found six different types 
of small horse, one being smaller than the others and 
one having originated in Europe! 

Although we left Persepolis with reluctance, this was 
short-lived. Only a short distance away, we came to 
Naqsh-i-Rustam, where the tombs of Darius, Artaxerxes 
and Darius ll were built high in perpendicular rock.  In 
the centre at the base of the cliff is the famous Sasanian 
relief of Shapur I. Those of you who have read Christina 
DƻŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ Ψ! ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊ ƻƴ IƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ 
ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
possible to get so close today. 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜΣ 
ǿŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳōǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǇƻŜǘǎΣ 
Saadi and Hafez.  We passed several well-known 
landmarks in this beautiful city, including the Quran 
Gate and the fabulous Shiraz Hotel and, interestingly, 
the Nemazee Hospital, in which Narcy Firouz had played 
an important part in the construction whilst he and 
[ƻǳƛǎŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ {ƘƛǊŀȊΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
hotel without sampling the award winning Shiraz ice 
cream to which our guides treated us, sharing with us 
their preferred choice with the consistency of tiny 
worms! Our chosen flavour was rosewater, which we 
had already enjoyed in crushed ice form in Rasht, as a 
refreshing drink at Persepolis and found to be a 
speciality in Kashan.  

It was easy to see why the Nasir-ol-Molk mosque we 
visited the following morning was a favourite of EhsAn. 

The intricate facets of the tiled ceilings were fascinating, 
but the colours thrown by the stained glass windows 
across   the   walls   and   floors   of   this  mosque  were 
spectacular and the building had been planned so that 
the light threw a perfect sharp reflection in the 
courtyard pool from any angle. 
 

 

 

 

The next location on our itinerary was Pasargadae, the 
tomb of Cyrus, where his body was laid in a golden 
coffin in 530BC, situated on the road from Shiraz to 
Esfahan and breaking the five hour journey to the next 
city on our trip.  The site also hosts the ruins of his 
Palaces which, unlike those of Darius, are within 
ΨǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎΩ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
undergoing similar restoration. 

Our guide had stopped at one of the many roadside fruit 
sellers and had bought pomegranates, which he 
ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǇŜŜƭΩ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
delicious meal during the only short fall of rain that we 
experienced in our entire stay in Iran. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨŦƛƴŘΩ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜy was a Caspian-type pony 
tethered at the roadside within a Qashqai nomad 
encampment. At first outraged by our interference, they 
soon became friendly when EhsAn explained why we 
had stopped and Ruth spent several minutes showing 
their small son how to take photographs with her 
camera. 

 

 
 

Finding the hotel in Esfahan was an experience in itself. 
Just as in all the other towns and cities, traffic poured 
into   four   lanes   from   either   side;   bicycles   carrying 
families, zooming motor bikes, cars and buses all took 

Iranian guides Maryam and EhsAn at Persepolis, with 
 Brenda Dalton and John Sansome.  Photo by Ruth Staines 

 

Pasargadae, the tomb of Cyrus.  

 

The Music Room in the Ali Qapu Palace, Esfahan. The 
openwork allows sound to circulate around behind it. 
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their chances at filtering into what 
was now the rush hour stream, with 
only a horn to signal their intentions.  
9Ƙǎ!ƴ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜen to this particular 
hotel before but took it in his stride as 
he stopped in the heaving traffic to 
ask other motorists if they knew 
where it was.  No-one seemed to 
mind waiting and everyone seemed to 
have a different idea of where he 
could find it. 

It was worth the wait.  Our previous accommodation 
had been impressive, but this huge glittering hotel was a 
former caravanserai and had rooms round all four sides 
of an enormous courtyard filled with pools, fountains, 
bridges and dining tables. The Abbasi Hotel is featured 
ƛƴ ŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
LǎŦŀƘŀƴκ9ǎŦŀƘŀƴΣ LǊŀƴΩΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ 
stallion had been added to the foot of the staircase for 
our visit.  

We were sad to say a final goodbye to EhsAn of whom, 
in such a short time, we had become very fond. Our next 
guide was waiting in the hotel foyer and, while we 
checked in and handed over our passports, he arranged 
the embarkation of our bags.  We just had time to visit 
the famous covered Si-o-Seh Pol (Bridge of 33 arches), 
along with many Iranian tourists.  They seemed 
genuinely delighted to meet us and asked to have 
photographs taken with us, much to the annoyance of 
our guide, who was anxious to show us more of the city 
before an early night and an early start the next day. 

We started our tour of Esfahan at the huge Friday 
Mosque, one of the largest in Iran. We passed the site of 
the vast bazaar, which is being rebuilt after suffering a 
hit during the Iran/Iraq war ς we were pleased to see 
traditional brick building methods were being employed.  
 

The centre of Esfahan  is the  huge  Imam Square, filled 
with fountains and gardens and surrounded by 
mosques, bazaars, shops and the Ali Qapu Palace, which 
was built by Shah Abbas.  Like that of King Darius, it was 
built by workers who were paid a fair wage.  Sleek 
horses pulled buggies for tourists round the square 
where they had once played polo, a sport which is often 
depicted on the lovely miniature paintings worked on 
camel bone in some of the surrounding shops. Ruth and 
I succumbed, as we all did at the premises of one of the 
beautiful enamel-ware painters.  Together with the 
beaten silver and table cloths which we saw being made, 
they make breath-taking displays in the bazaars. Our 
original driver between Rasht and Tehran had kindly 
agreed to keep some of our luggage because of a 
discrepancy between the weight we could carry 
internationally and within Iran.  He now reunited us with 
it as he was our driver and guide between Esfahan and 
Tehran, visiting Kashan to break another long journey on 
the way. 
 

Here we visited Fin Garden (photo, top, by Brenda Dalton), 
the oldest Persian garden in existence and primarily a 
water garden. The feature works on the qanat system, 
which originated in Iran, feeding water from a spring on 
the hillside without the need for expensive and 
unreliable mechanical means.  

In this deeply religious city we were 
again greeted extremely warmly.   
Kashan is also noted for distilling 
rosewater, which we found waiting 
for us at an exquisite small hotel, one 
of the historical houses of Kashan. 
Nine rooms, with doors neatly hidden 
from view, surrounded a quaint 
indoor courtyard overlooked by yet 
another excellent restaurant.  

A four a.m. start on the final morning was accompanied 
by a packed breakfast.  For the consumption of this, our 
driver somehow managed to acquire VIP tables in the 
equivalent of one of our motorway cafes, which 
normally only allowed the consumption of food 
purchased from the establishment. The management 
kindly added bread and other accompaniments to our 
already ample breakfast.  The arrangement by our 
Conference hosts for our departure from the CIP lounge 
made the perfect relaxing end to our trip.  All we had to 
do was to carry our hand baggage on board and fly 
home. (Photos 1,3,4 and 5 supplied by Brenda Dalton) 

 

To see the Programme and some of the papers presented at 
the International Conference, visit the Iranian website (Douran 
Portal). Works best if you paste the link into your search bar, 
rather than click on it.  Once on the site, you should be able to 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΧύ 
http://www.caspianhorse50cnf.ir  
For Iranian publicity, visit 
http://www.presstv.ir/Video/2015/09/10/428603/Iran-
anniversary-Caspian-horse-rediscovery  
 

NEWS FROM CASPIAN 

BREEDERS & OWNERSé 
 

Olwen Sales reports: Darkhorse Inshallah is an 
11:2hh, 14 year old gelding (by Darkhorse Karoun, out of 
Dam Winstay Bist O Yek). He has been ridden by Lizzie 
Sales (aged 10 years) for almost 3 years. Inshallah is a 
pleasure to own and will stand patiently for hours to be 
bathed, groomed and plaited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lizzie is a member of the Ludlow Hunt Pony Club and 
takes Inshallah regularly to pony club rallies and pony 
club camp. She also competes in endurance and in July 
2015 Inshallah completed a total of 40 miles at the 
Lindum Festival of Endurance, qualifying for the Pony 
Club   Championships   in   the   process.   

Lizzie has also started to do some show jumping and he 
is proving to be an accurate, enthusiastic jumper. Their 

Darkhorse Inshallah and Lizzie Sales 

http://www.caspianhorse50cnf.ir/
http://www.presstv.ir/Video/2015/09/10/428603/Iran-anniversary-Caspian-horse-rediscovery
http://www.presstv.ir/Video/2015/09/10/428603/Iran-anniversary-Caspian-horse-rediscovery
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visit to the Caspian Show at Ashby in July 2015 was their 
first attempt at showing (both in-hand and ridden); they 
had a great time and are looking forward to next year.  
Eds.: Olwen is ManaƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘƭŜΩ which 
organises worldwide riding holidays 
www.inthesaddle.com 
 
 

EDCOMBE STUD, Somerset - Rebecca Mann 
Rebecca has recently loaned a young Caspian gelding to 
Philippa Williams to break in and work with as part of 
her therapy for children and adults with psychological 
problems.   
A supervised research project investigating the 
relationships between horses and their riders is being 
carried out at the University of Buckingham.  Philippa 
has asked riders, owners and grooms to fill out a survey 
as part of a new branch of research.   Each response will 
add new findings to the psychological knowledge of the 
equestrian industry. To find out more, visit 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8ZT5JN6 
 

 

Dick Kearley, of DIMAR CASPIANS, Florida, has 
beeƴ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ψaǳƭǘƛ-Hitch DŜƳƻΩ they gave 
at shows a few years ago. He also gave an insight into 
the occasional ups and downs of driving multiple 
hitches!  ό²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ 5ƛŎƪΩǎ training diaries in 
Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴΩύ 

On October 15th, 2007, his Caspians gave the Multiple 
Hitch Demonstration at the National Drive, in Kentucky 
Horse Park.   The Demo started with Arman, a single 
Caspian, driven by a novice.  

Then with the experienced Bob Gyles at the reins, the 
stallion Kiyan was added (who liked to bite his partner 
during hitching unless restrained!).  They were driven 
first as a Pair and then as a Tandem team.   

 
 

At times the horses were deliberately allowed to 
become entangled, to demonstrate how the intelligent 
Caspians can sort themselves out!   

 Finally a fourth horse was to make it a Four-in-Hand, all 
with a running commentary by Bob. Sounds complex 
and interesting enough already, but then it got a little 
too exciting!  Dick and his helpers knew that the fourth 
horse, Onyx, could sometimes fire off when being 
hitched, so they had chosen a knowledgeable and calm 
horseman to bring him in and hold him.   

You can see what happened (top right)!  
 

A novel opening gambit from Onyx 

Dick tells us ƴƻǿΥ άL ŀƳ not driving like I was seven or 
eight years ago, but I have added some new horses to 
the hitch. Arman is still the rock and is in most 
combinations.    Onyx is still the best leader.  LΩƳ trying 
to get Kiyan, who is now a gelding, to take on the role of 
second lead horse, but he is still messing around and is 
WAY too slow on his responses to keep up with 
Onyx.   We hitched the four with the two of them on 
ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƴŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
trees because he was just not responding to the rein 
cues fast enough.   At least he works in the team 
without biting now.   IΩǾe also got two stout horses for 
wheelers.  Catch and Cappy have good size and mass 
and move the load just fine, but they will never be 
leaders, because they lack the spark of greatness.  We 
last drove about two months ago, but now we are in the 
heat of summer and it is just too much to sweat through 
the harnessing.    ²ƛǘƘ ƭǳŎƪ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΦέ  

 

 

The Four-in-Hand team (including a now reformed Onyx) at the 
end of the demo.  All photos courtesy of Dick Kearley 

 

HOLLOWAY STUD ς Harry Thirlby, Leics. 
 

After sending two mares away to Barbara Smathers for 
covering last year, we were very pleased to welcome 
their fantastic foals this summer. Lanhill Minoo had a 
beautiful and very rare red dun filly by Arjuna Zarrin 
Shah  on  17

th
  June,  who  we  have  named Harriet.  Not  

wanting to feel  left out,  Bytham Parimetta  then  foaled  
much earlier than expected, producing a striking bay 
colt, known as Brian, by Arjuna Amir Shahdi on the 27th!  

We are very happy with both of these foals.  
 

The plan is that Harriet will be retained as a future 
broodmare, although we would ideally like to see her 
out under saddle at some point too.   Brian is proving to 
be a slightly tougher decision, as we'd love to see him go 

 
 

 
 

A third horse - Triumph ς soon joined them to make a Unicorn. 

http://www.inthesaddle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/UniBuckingham
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8ZT5JN6

